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HUNGARY 


POZSGAY CALLS ON PEOPLE TO EXPRESS OPINIONS 


Budapest NEPSZABADSAG in Hungarian 26 Mar 83 p 5 


{Interview with Imre Pozsgay, secretary general of the Patriotic People's 
Front, by Janos T. Rac; date and place not specified] 


[Text] The all-embracing mass movement of our society, the 
Patriotic People's Front, offers a forum to everybody without 
regard to ideology, party allegiance or social situation to 

put forth his proposals and voice his opinion. The only com- 
mitment of this movement, that of the acceptance of the party's 
tested program, is supported by the citizens and organizations 
which are active within the PPF out of strong conviction. 

That this is a considerable creative force has been proved, 

for example, by the fact that during the last 5 Year Plan 
period the inhabitants of towns, villages and hamlets had 
contributed through voluntary work 20 billion forints to the 
national GNP. Thus the PPF is not only a mouthpiece but also 
an essential participant in policymaking and implementation. 

We talked with Imre Pozsgay, secretary general of the PPF, 
about how this mass movement carries into practice the thoughts 
developed by collective reflection and discussion, how the PPF 
exercises its competence in implementing the Hungarian Social- 
ist Workers’ Party's policy and how it promotes the expertise 
and social consciousness of the masses. 


[Question] What is the political basis of an efficient popular front activity? 


[Answer] The most important thing is that in view of our long tested Party 
policy the conditions of collective thinking and clarifying and of creative 
discussion are granted in our country in a way that works to the satisfaction 
of everybody. These conditions are guaranteed by our constantly developing 
deomcracy and our legal system in which a citizen who respects the law must 

not be afraid to articulate his opinion before any public forum. He can do 
this in clear awareness of the fact that as a citizen he is authorized to speak 
up on every issue of the collectivity and that he can decide what to say on the 
basis of his own judgment and moral conviction alone. He had, of course, to 
take into account that if others have a different opinion, he must try to ad- 
vance his cause in the clash of the agruments; as long as the discussion goes 
on, he cannot rely on anybody's support but on his own ability to persuade. 














[Question] If this by and large is the only risk, why are we nevertheless so 
much in need of meaningful and inspiring discussions? 


[Answer] For example, because for an exchange of opinions suitable to analyze 
in depth a concrete issue, it is indispensable that none of the participants 
should consider himself as an authority and the others as outsiders. The prac- 
tice of democracy and relevant discussions postulates that the participants be 
well informed about the topic under scrutiny. Such knowledge cannot be monopo- 
lized; the sharing of information flows from the open and frank policy of our 
Party. But I also wish to emphasize that for a greater democracy independent 
and individual orientation efforts are indispensable. 


[Question] Anyway, democracy is also a method of leadeiship. Is there no need 
for a change in style in this respect? 


[Answer] Possibly yes, in some respects it is indeed necessary to "rebutton 
the vest,” but in my view this is rather infrequent. The trend, which indeed 
is a result of our Party's policy, that governance must be influenced not only 
by the upper-) evel leadership but also by those who are governed has made its 
way quite a long time ago. We can work for the basic objectives of our policy 
on the ground of a national consensus at all levels. The condition of this 
unity is that our ideas, methods and policies are streamlined by the most im- 
partial of arbiters, i.e., life and practice. Recently the village assemblies 
and city neighborhood meetings, which took place with the participation of 
more than half a million citizens, provided such a realistic picture about the 
collective evaluation of some concrete decisions that no other sampling of 
public opinion could have furnished it. 


[Question] This is heartening, but it is still not enough if people atterid 
such meetings only to voice their opinion. There is probably more involved 


in this? 


[Answer] Of course, yes, although discussing also often means acting, since 
these meetings are indeed forums of collective decisionmaking. For no matter 
how useful one purpose should be, its implementation can only be expected from 
those who were consuited already at the shaping of a concept before reaching 

a final resolution and thus were involved in the decisionmaking. It would in- 
deed be better if a decree of law prescribed that the representatives of those 
involved--for example the PPF, the interprofessional committees or KISZ [Com- 
munist Youth Federation]--be consulted. But a recent initiative of Hajdu-Bihar 
county showed that there is no need to prescribe democracy in the form of 
national directives or recommendations. In that area, during the drafting of 
the sixth Five Year Plan, a separate PPF project was drawn up upon the proposal 
of the local HSWP committee, which came in addition to the obligatory and regu- 
lar district council project. Eventually neither the state administration nor 
the PPR considered it as a loss of face when in cases of discrepancy the other 


Party's proposal was accepted. 


[Question] Can in fact a perfect consensus always and everywhere be reached 
during the discussions? 











[Answer] If anybody would claim that, I would be amoung the first to doubt it. 
Yet the immediate objective is not to obtain a perfect consensus but to con- 
front the various interests at their point of origin. The result of the quick, 
grassroot exposure of partial interests-——-though sometimes only after sharp 
disputes--is generally the adoption by majority agreement of a slate of priori- 
ties. Powerful social and governmental energies could be unleashed if un- 
resolved local problems would not be relentlessly pushed to high levels, so 
that the entire package lands finally at the highest government level. 


[Question] In other words it is not the unveiling and recognizing of grassroot 
interests which are a threat to our goals and achievements but the hypocritical 
suppressing of these interests and their lurking presence under the surface. 

But would you also cite examples as to how unity arises from the confrontation 
of various interests and how social interest might acquire priority? 


[Answer] Primarily so that we refrain from taking all initiatives from the 
center, for example from the Budapest headquarters of the PPR, but allow 

those who wear shoes to speak up where they are tight. When in the process 
ideas, which deserve to be disseminated eventually arise, or fine, devoted 
people gain local attention, then it is our duty to make them popular. Let 

me also do this now. In first place I may mention the village of Csoma of 600 
inhabitants in Somogy county, where a cultural center was long desired by the 
local population. Yet they were unable to obtain the agreement of the district 
council headquarters at Nagyberki, whose financial resources are not extraordi- 
nary either. Finally the railway station chief of Scoma, who is the chairman 
of the local PPF committee, was the first to get weary of the bickering. He 
bought the necessary materials with his own money and started building the 
cultural center. Shortly, old and young from the village joined him, and the 
building now stands. At present what remains for us to do is prevent Nagyberki 
from imposing the programs of the new cultural center on the people of Csoma. 


There is room for such initiatives not only in the small villages. This has 
been proved, for example, by the town of Kiskunhalas where more than 1,500 
families could build homes in the framework of the so-called “popular front 
kalaka," or community work. The occasional building collectives, which were 
organized under the sponsorship of this mass movement, enjoyed the support of 
the PPF committee and the local council both inasfar as expert advice and pro- 
curement of building materials were concerned. Or there is the settlement 
action "Our Home" that was organized the PPF committee of Budapest and in which 
hundreds of thousands have thus far worked for the production of millions. 
Well, I think it is indisputable that the construction of a cultural center 
with social resources, the faster allocation of homes for families or the pro- 
tection and development of the metropolitan environment are all products of the 
purest social interests, and they serve our paramount sociopolitical targets. 


[Question] Your examples refer to those community actions in which decision 
can only be made in the democratic way. But there is a fashionable argument 
against democratic decisions, i.e., that they are cumbersome. Are they really? 


[Answer] I wonder whether bureaucracy that some times dons the mantle of democ- 
racy--for example, by forming unnecessary committees in order to postpone 











essential decisions and to blur over personal responsibility--is not cumber- 
some? Besides, the opinion that democracy only increases the number of forums 
most probably confuses some basic notions. For the number of meetings is by 

no means a criterion of democracy; at best it is a symptom of the bad habit 
that if no agreement could be reached on one issue in, say, half a dozen meet- 
ings, then "let us sit down again." For it is obvious that it is increasingly 
difficult to follow the status of an issue attentively, or whea it is discussed 
at several meetings and particularly when most participants have been identical 
at all stages of the process, in other words when those present are hardly able 
to decide what bores them more--the issue discussed or their fellow discussants. 


[Question] In actions shaped by real democracy, people gather from all walks 
of society to think and act together. Therefore the work of the Popular Front 
also entails a process of creating alliances. Which of the tasks of the 
alliance policy do you consider particularly important at present? 


[Answer] Our experience has thus far shown that the alliance of manual workers 
and other working classes and sectors, Party members as well as non-Party mem- 
bers, is not an everlasting settlement which came about by fiat. This alliznce 
has to be reinforced with respect to every emerging problem on the basis of 
tested principles, but in consideration of the changing conditions, over and 
over again. By doing this we should avoid the approach, that became widespread 
in recent years, which very much limited the scrutiny and the evaluation of the 
experiences and conclusions to an analysis of and care for the relations of the 
intelligentsia, although the concept of alliance involves the relationship and 
cooperation of all specific social classes, sectors and groups. 


[Question] Does our present, more complicated social and economic situation 
demand specific, timely tasks? 


[Answer] One example: our forced budgetary restrictions mean that the govern- 
ment can assume less of the cost of training skilled labor. Hence families and 
individual households have to shoulder a greater burden. As a matter of fact, 
the cost of training is shared between the state and the families all over the 
world. Yet the rate of participation in the final amount entails definite 
sociopolitical consequences, for the more the scale tips toward the family's 
share in the expenses, the more the family environment will determine what the 
child becomes. The consequence in any event is that when the public resources 
of social consumption, in this particular case those of education, decrease, 
the individual population sectors become more isolated and self-reproductive. 
Behind the ramparts of the thus emerging rigid social divisions the common 
vocabulary of the social groups, and even their mutual confidence, might suffer 
if we are not careful enough. After all this, who can say that the problems of 
social mobility and education are not paramount political problems? These are 
the important issues of the alliance policy. 


To clarify even the most complex questions, goodwill is the more necessary be- 
cause the absence of it saps the political activity of the masses and people 
might easily become victims of delusions and subject to wrong influences. We 
should not allow our citizens to become the potential audience of such osten- 
tatious social events that in some places are fashionable now and at which 





social charlatans, surrounded by zealous sectarians, claim to find prescriptions 
for the nation's epoch-making problems in a few hours. At such seances, at 
which the denial of the existing values prevails over the goodwill to create 
new and timely ones, all kinds of stupidity can be voiced, but scientific 
thoughts and arguments set against arguments are not welcome. 


[Question] Are there any popular sectors threatened by such things? 


[Answer] As I have indicated earlier, in our day-to-day creation of alliances 
we should not give preference to the social sectors in vogue, although it is 
imperative of life that temporarily we have to pay more attention to one or 
other social sector. Nowadays this sector is the youth, particularly the young 
people of the intelligentsia and the working class .t the beginning of their 
professional careers, We should not overlook the fact that in the heads of 
many young people a confused dichotomy of opinions prevails: i.e., on the one 
hand the stance of those of our comtemporaries who accept the values of our 
society, are willing to promote our development, believe in the perspectives 
of socialism and analyze critically our problems, and on the other hand those 
who think the contrary. But why do we not succeed to select from this mass 

of youths those young people who are arguing with us but not against us and 
who could be our active allies? Why can we not draw courageously the line 
between responsibility based on socialist values and negation that points no- 
where? The most deplorable pclitical damage caused by the blurring of these 
lines is that people who are living and working among us and who do not want 
to be driven either into opposition or unscientific apology choose silence 
rather than passionate disputes, Their activization and recruitment into our 
ranks depend on our ability to learn and eventually to relearn discussion. 


[Question] How can a discussion on substance help decisionmaking? 


[Answer] The analysis of a given situation must be objective; only in this way 

can a relevant provision be made and an action be shaped. Let me cite an ex- 

ample from an other area: important political interests are involved in ensur- 

ing that those symptoms of deficiencies we are currently wrangling with in the 

production sphere should not spread to the consumption. Such a development 

could easily sharpen certain conflicts, undermining the equilibrium and stabil- | 
ity of our soctety. The National Council of Consumers and numerous local coun- 

cils, which have been established by the Popular Front, provide one of the ways 

to avoid the mentioned pitfalls. We should lay the foundation of the alliance 

of social classes and sectors which are working in various positions of produc- 

tion and in the division of labor, not only in politics and social conscious- 

ness but also in distribution and the consumer market. 


[Question] How far is the Popular Front entitled to speak up on such general 
and sometimes ticklish issues? 


[Answer] [t is the program of our Party, the program of national unity, that 

turns our movement into an arena of debate of national dimensions. The essence 
of this program is that our socialist society, created and being built by our- 
selves, the leading role of the party, the working-class power and our foreign 





policy geared to peace and to our paramount national interests cannoc 
pangs of conscience to anybody, regardless of whether he is 2 Communist o 
non-Party member, materialist or believer in God. The elected Popular Front 
bodies and their various forums as well as their media—-these important tools 
of public dialogue--are functioning on the basis of this national unity. 


This is the basis that makes it possible for discussioms at our forums to 
serve as an opportunity to select the best methods of action rather than re—- 
main merely a dialogue. People at these meetings are speaking and acting on 
their right as citizens--to mention only a few cases from the recent past— 
about the tasks of environment and the protection of nature, the supply of 
machinery to agricultural cooperatives, the development of education and the 
arts, the implementation of the government's science policy, etc., etc. In 
other words we alertly follow the social processes, and when necessary we 
present the results of our observations to the government, above ali concern— 
ing such phenomena which at the outset are only perceptible at their point of 
origin. 


I may also cite the Popular Front’s exercise of its constitutional function, 
which is rarely mentioned between two elections. The front’s most timely and 
well-known business now is to participate in the development of the electoral 
system and in the preparation of the new electoral law. This work might pro- 
duce an increase in the political and public activity of the citizens. and that 
in turn will require an increase in the Popular Front’s role. 


[Question] How is it possible that citizens can have so much self-assuraace 
that they present themselves as participants in implementing complex tasks at 
essentially laymen forums, while nowadays the role of specialization and ex- 


pertise is growing in all areas? 


[Answer] This is not the problem. The hundreds of thousands who attend our 
meetings have neither the task nor the intention of lecturing the representa— 
tives of the sciences. Their presence essentially expresses that there is 2 
higher level than expertise, namely that of politics. People should not serve 
as a testing ground for sciences; the Party once stated and it has since then 
consequently applied this norm to the exercise of its leading role. For eftfec- 
tive scientific work, social control is indispensable. Moreover it would Be 
wrong to call the various working committees, which are functioning under the 
authority of the Popular Front, laymen’s assemblies. 


For in their activities the most prominent experts of the areas under scrutiny 
are taking part, thus making it possible that these elected bodies make up 
their mind on the ground of professional knowledge and in lime with expert re—- 
quirements. To cite proof: the National Council of the PPR, when discussing 
at the end of last week the preliminaries of the new election law, relied, in 
addition to the opinion of various elected bodies, to a great extent on the ex-— 
pertise of the Public Law Committee of the National Presidium. And the same 
happened when environmental protection, the economic relatioms of distribution 
and consumption, education, culture, the family, the arts and demography were 
discussed. Correct politics requires that public opinion, motivated by inter- 
est, be backed by professional knowledge and that it should not be trying to 


exchange roles. 








[Question] In sum, what is the concrete result and political product of the 
Popular Front movement? 


[Answer] The efficiency of each institution and forum might be rated by its 
ability to convert the issues at hand into action. Whether the best inten- 
tions reach the stage of decision and implementation, whether they attain 
their goals--regardless of what is involved, community work or the proper 
Staging of elections—and whether local aspirations reach the mainstream of 
mational endeavors is mostly decided on grass roots level rather than else- 
where. To reach all this demands political action, which escapes the common 
norms of measurement. Nevertheless the national product of last year's social 
work, which surpasses the averages of the earlier 5-year period, says a lot. 
Such actions shed light on the entire process, i.e., when collective discus- 
Sion reaches the stage of implementation. Further progress would of course 
demand development in political culture in order to create a situation in 
which sincerity and openness are considered a motivating force and a way to 


make ideas free for the commonweal. 
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HUNGARY 


CATHOLIC PAPER DESCRIBES SITUATION OF YOUTH 
Budapest UJEMBER in Hungarian 4 Mar 83 p 2 
[Article by Tamas Kipke: "Less Than One Percent"™] 


[Text] Today's church lives from yesterday's, and we are planting [the seeds 
of] tomorrow's church today. We care for its youth to the extent to which we 
love our church, which will survive after we are gone. These very serious sen- 
tences, and ones to be taken very seriously, began one of the lectures at the 


Budapest Theological Days held in January. 


Of course, this is not a new conclusion, as the catechism has always been an 
important task of the church. In his letter written to the Hungarian church 
on Easter of 1980, Pope John Paul II instructs us also that catechism should 
come before all other tasks and should tecome the passion of the priests. 


* 


So, that group of spiritual counselors which deals with the youth and the ex- 
periences and situations, the evaluation of which were summarized by the lec- 


ture, did not invent anything new. 


Taking the papal guidance seriously, they tried to "see the situation clearly.' 
From statistical data and publications and official evaluations also available 
to the general public, they outlined the situation of this country's youth, the 


15-25 age group. 
Some of the data: 


Fifty-five percent of the girls under 19 years of age are already pregnant at 
the time of marriage, and 30 percent of those who become divorced trace the 


failure of their marriages to this fact; 


According to the 1977 investigations by the Ministry of Justice, 67.4 percent 
of the youthful offenders live with their families--this testifies to a stunning 


emptiness of the family's life; 


According to screening examinations in 1981, "there is hardly a school, trade 
school or boarding school in Budapest which had no incidents of drug abuse or 


drinking"; 





The most frequent cause of deatn among the 15-25 year olds is suicide. 


* 


One can be stummed or become bitter. There would be reasons for it--but there 
is no need for it. Rather, the need is for us to see clearly what we are doing 
at the present and what we could be doing in this situation. 


Have we--priests and lay people—come to realize that everything we have done 
so far and are doing now amid our opportunities, which we feel are limited, is 
perhaps not little, yet very little? Are we sufficiently steadfast in better 
utilizing these opportunities, which are considered to be limited, or in de- 
veloping and searching out additional opportunities? Have we already enlisted 
all resources (persons) that can be enlisted in the work of spiritual guidance 
and catechism? Have we recognized at all the “condition of spiritual need” 
among the youth growing up? 


These questions, which perhaps seem impatient, were triggered in the writer of 
these lines by a very sober lecture. That is, a group of spiritual conselors 
working with youth has evaluated how many 15-20 year olds are reached today by 
the Catholic Church with its pastoral work. Our data include also the students 
of parochial schools and seminaries. The result is shocking. 


The Hungarian Catholic Church ministers to 0.98 percent of the youth in the 
above-mentioned age group. 








HUNGARY 





YOUTH URGED TO HAVE NATIONAL PRIDE 
Budapest MAGYAR NEMZET in Hungarian 15 Mar 83 p 1 
[Article by Peter Ruffy: "The Gleam of Failures"] 


[Text] Each year we greet one day, one of our most beautiful days, 15 March 
1848, which shines in our history as the ides of March, as the symbol of hope 
which plants the flower blossoms, of society's spring and of the struggle for 
independence. 


Each year we recall the drizzling rain of that weekday in Pest long ago, 
Petofi’s morning, the lines of the National Song, the passionate forms of the 
law students, the historic locale of the Pilvax [coffee house], the Twelve 
Points, the saintly workers’ hero Mihaly Tancsics, the sound of the street, the 
historic yellings and the wonderful way the revolution lit fires. 


On this day a sequence of events started in Hungarian history which will always 
shine in the warm nest of memories as long as there is one Hungarian alive on 
this troubled and endangered earth. This people, and the men of other nation- 
alities who sided with the Hungarians and the “foreign” soldiers ready to 
fight on the side of freedom carried out the greatest, most beautiful deeds, 
ones which shine the light the farthest in the Hungary of the last century. 


Had this noble emotion, this heroic virtue, this struggle of worldwide signifi- 
cance been coaducted in order to form a nation of its citizens, achieve social 
progress, win independence, and break the power of Central Europe's gendarme-- 
the House of Habsburgs won--and had we in time recognized, solved and fulfilled 
the pure and rightful demands of our nationalities, this region and in it the 
fate of Hungary would have developed differently, and Hungary's history in 
World Wars I and II would have turned in a different direction. 


The ides of March were followed by the formation of the first independent Hun- 
garian government, the outbreak of fighting, the victory over Jellasics, the 
loss and subsequent regaining of Pest-Buda, the Declaration of Independence, 
Bem’s campaign in Transylvania and Gorgei's in the spring, and finally by the 
collapse, the battle on Vilagos plain and Arad [mass execution of the leaders]. 


That is, failure. 


10 








But before my cyes the ides of March do not recall the coming failure but the 
festivity, and the same also a second time, and for the third time also the 


glowing warmth of the festivity. 


Let us scart out from the historic reality of that sad era, from the heavy and 
oppressive nights of our history, from the centuries preceding the ides of 
March and from the lessons of the decades that followed the great celebration. 


Since the era of the Hunyadis and Dozsa's sparkling peasant revolution, this 
people lost every one of its wars, all of its struggles for independence and 
all of its fights for freedom. 


What happened in our history? The judgment at Temesvar and Dozsa's fiery 
throne was followed by the defeat at Mohacs, Rakoczi's fight for freedom under 
the white flags of the libertas people by Rodosto [exile], Kossuth's lonely 
struggle in Turin, the honest, Michaelmas-daisied civil revolution of perhaps 
the richest Hungarian nobleman by the bitter exile of Mihaly Karolyi, and the 
terrific social experiment of the Hungarian Council Republic, the world's 
second proletarian state, and its glorious battle extending all the way to 
Eperjes to defend the homeland, by the momentary failure, the victory of 
numerical superiority. 


This is why our children are asking in the history classes in our schools--I 
have read about this in more than one social evaluation--why have we always 


lost, and why haven't we ever won? 


On the fete of the ides of March it is fitting to quote also from the National. 
Song. Petofi reduced this 48-line poem to writing (on a single piece of paper) 
on 13 March 1848, from which I will quote only two lines: "The Hungarian name 
will be beautiful again, / Worthy of its great old fame...." 


To the qeustions of today's March youth--Did we always fall? Did not we ever 
win?--I cannot answer that this is not true, because it is true. But Petofi 
never stated an untruth when he said, "The Hungarian name will be beautiful 
again, / Worthy of its great old fame...." His age-old truth--thanks to the 
work and struggles of a socialist nation--has also become reality in our days. 


Though the heroic sons of a nation may fall, the truth of a nation can never 
fall. Our failures were hard, unmerciful, and at times threatened our very 
existence with annihilation, but in a miraculous way they are also gleaming. 


Mohacs was mourned not by a single people but by an entire continent. Even 
though Rakoczi's road led to Rodosto, the European world, the European in- 
tellectuals, learned to appreciate and know the Hungarian name at that time. 
The failure, the surrender of arms at Vilagos, cannot be refuted, but it also 
cannot be denied that such shining intellects of that era as Marx, Heine and 
Victor Hugo were proclaiming the truth of the Hungarians in other countries. 
Even though Mihaly Karolyi was forced into exile, for decades his grand per- 
sonality, true to his principles, was one of the proofs that there exists also 
another Hungary. Even though numerical superiority was able to drown the first 
Hungarian Council Republic in blood, even defeat could never again wipe the 
faith and future of socialism from the memory and intentions of the best of 


this people. 
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There have always been nations in the world's history who have failed in their 
victories, and there were and there are also peoples and communities who rise 
from their historical failures and bleeding revolutions. 


Sometimes even the failures can gleam. Let us not be gloomy, Hungarians, let 

us not be people of small faith, and at least on the fete of the ides of March 
let us accept and profess national pride. The Hungarian name has become beauti- 
ful once again and resounds well all over the world. As though one of the free- 
dom fight’s exiles hiding in this country were sending us a message from the 
depth of his grave in Sztregova, we should struggle on and continue to trust 

in trusting. 
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POLAND 


RELIGION MINISTER DISCUSSES PAPAL VISIT, VATICAN RELATIONS 


Warsaw PRAWO I ZYCIE in Polish No 14, 2 Apr 83 pp 1, 5 


[Interview with Adam Lopatka, minister-director of the Bureau of Religious 
Affairs, by Andrzej Dobrzynski] 


[Question] Over a week ago the chairman of the National Council, Henryk 
Jablonski officially invited John Paul II for a second visit to Poland. The 
press also published the program and itinerary of the visit. Could you com 
ment on this program? A question presents itself, for instance: Why specific- 
ally these and not other localities? 


[Answer] The language of both communications is clear and therefore under- 
standable to everyone: it does not require any commentary. Nevertheless you 
can say, that the program of the visit is the outcome of combining the things 
that you would want with that which is possible to attain in such a short span 
of time, taking into consideration the fact that the program should not be 


overburdening. 
[Question] Initially a much shorter visit was mentioned? 


[Answer] There were opinions that the visit may be shorter, but there also 
were speculations that it may be longer. 


[Question] Let's come back to the established format and route of the program. 


[Answer] You had to take several elements under consideration: That in its 
entirety the route did not duplicate the itinerary of the pope's former visit; 
adapt the route to the ideological content of the visit. These are: to cele- 
brate the 600th anniversary of the painting of the Czestochowa Madonna, the im— 
pact which the canonization of father Maksymilian Kolbe carries, and during 

his presence in Poland, the beatification of father Josef Kalinowski (father 
Rafael), who for a long time resided in the Krakow area. Several of the church 
dignitaries talk of eventual additional visits of the pope in Poland. 


This route is the product of all of these issues. During one of his recent 
sermons, Primate Glemp mentioned the fact that all diocese and larger settle- 
ments would like to host the pope. This, however, is not possible within the 
course of a single visit. It appears to me, that the selection of certain 
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localities was the outcome of intemse desires of the clergy and the faithful. 
As an example you can take Piekary Slaskie, or else St. Ann's Moun.;in. 


(Question] In connection with such an important event for Poland, a broader 
question comes to mind. How ca‘: you, the minister, evaluate the present re- 
lationship between the country and the Roman Catholic Church? 


[Answer] That question was answered recently in an interview for the Budapeszt 
NEPSZABADSAG by Premier W. Jaruzelski in which he affirmed that the state of 
affairs is good, although some unwelcomed indicators appear and further im— 
provement is necessary. I consider this evaluation as sti!l currently valid, 
and today even more suited to reality. The fact that the second visit of 

John Paul II is being effected is evidence of favorable developments in the 
relationship between the government and the church. From another point of 
view--this visit, with all its anticipation, will promote improvements in 
these relationships. The manifestations of a favorable state of affairs are 
the texts of the announcements relating to the meetings of the premier with 
the primate, which took place 8 October 1983. These announcements contain a 
certain joint evaluation of the situation. Please notice that they do not 
contain certain quotes, which were presented in some of the earlier ones, that 
the premier said one thing or another. They do however give the expression of 
mutual understanding on the subjects under discussion. There are also common 
premises which form the background of this visit. There is a mutual desire 

to have the visit be not only beneficial to the church, but also to the nation 
and the socialist Polish Republic. There is also the shared conviction that 
the visit will enhance the strengthening of national understanding. 


[Question] Nonetheless, at times there are fears expressed that the visit 
of John Paul II may be used by the opposition and underground extremists for 


antinational purposes. 


[Answer] I have heard that opinion several times. It is surely not without 
substance. It appears however that the pope and his stay in Poland will be 
respected and treated with due dignity; not only by the national authorities 
and church, as well as by other forces acting in the framework of PRON, but 
also by all Poles. Attempts to take advantage of the pope’s visit for anti- 
national activities were undoubtedly condemned by society and would contribute 
to the complete isolation of the perpetrators of these actions. Apart from 
this, the organizers are announcing that they will undertake all precautions, 
so demonstrations of this kind will be totally impossible. Naturally, there 
exists some risk, but for the world to know that there are opposing forces in 
Poland, the pope's visit is unmecessary. And so, any actions of this sort 
would be senseless. 


[Question] You have mentioned the good relations between the state and the 
church. But we hear of many pronouncements of priests, even members of the 
episcopate, which in no way testify for the desire to create just such con- 


ditions. 


[Answer] In reality there still occur in certain regions of Poland violations 
by the clergy which testify to their negative stance toward the socialist and 














communal structure of the state. In some churches under the pretext of reli- 
gious observances, there are meetings which in reality are of an oppositional 
political nature, directed against the most vital interests of the Polish 
nation, working in this against our international alliances. I consider that 
clerics who undertake these actions are--in fact--in conflict with the poli- 
cies of the Polish episcopate and the primate as a whole and they are also 
acting contrary to the course of action of the pope himself. Their attempts. 
marginal of course, considering the total efforts of the Roman Catholic Church, 
are expressions detrimental to the visit of John Paul II to Poland. It seems 
that outside of singular, sickly, hope that church authorities within their 
own particular methods, will gradually cut short experiences of this kind, 
which deviate from the church's policies. These activities are harmful to 
the church. I will add that the aforementioned antistate complicity by some 
of the clergymen are geing viewed more critically by the faithful, who in 
letters to the bishops and national authorities demand the curtailment of 
such conduct. They rightfully contend that you attend church to derive reli- 
gious experience and tranquility, and not to participate in antistate poli- 
tics. 


As an example, during the last visit in Poland of Archbishop Luiggi Poggi, a 
group of the faithful from Podkowy Lesnej turned also to him with a request 
to put a stop to the abuse of the church and cassock by the local priest Fr 


Kantorski. 


[Question] In what degree, in your estimation, does the church and especially 
its hierarchy participate in the movement for a national understanding, stabili- 
zation, and overcoming of the country's problems? 


[Answer] The church realizes its mission--religious, charitable, and educa- 
tional. In this it sees its prupose and service to society. The activity 

of the church in these fields also has a positive influence on the attitude 

of the faithful, and indirectly, but in a realistic way, assists in eliminat- 
ing existing difficulties. The teachings of the church in great measure 
within its directives on morality guides toward a reinforcement and behavior 
toward others. It commands the strengthening of family stability and upbring- 
ing of children. Opposes thievery and destruction of property and also various 
other social plagues like alcoholism, rowdyism, and dope addiction. The church 
also teaches the value of labor, especially honest and productive labor. All 
of these are virtues badly needed in our society, particularly in the time of 
emergence out of a crisis and reaching a national understanding. The 9th Con- 
gress of PZPR, as long ago as in 1981, evaluated the influence of the church 
as a positive force in soothing social conflicts. This judgment was substan- 
tiated. It is also a known fact that the Polish episcopate and the church as 

a whole declares itself for peace, against the increase of armaments and par- 
ticularly against nuclear extinction, also for the cause of stabilizing peace 
in Europe. Known are the declarations of the Polish church administration, 
denouncing the so-called sanctions of the Reagan administration and other NATO 
countries against Poland. It should be added that the episcopate with specific 
requests appears before the national authorities, presents its propositions 
which in part are incorporated in pending laws, and which are in their interest, 
thereby contributing to their eventual content. 
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[Question] And how do you in this regard evaluate the perspective? 


[Answer] It appears that this participation of the church in public life will 
flourish and will become a normal element of that life. 


[Question] I think that to perceive a fuller image of church-state conditions, 
it is necessary to introduce actions to implement national understanding of 
others, than tho: of the Roman Catholic Church and other religious groups. 


[Answer] The process of stabilizing conditions between state and the Roman 
Catholic Church is proceeding with various difficulties and zigzags. The 
attainment of full accord is totally possible. Since there is nothing in the 
nature of religion or in the nature of the church which would negate the possi- 
bility of achieving normal relations. I am justified in my opinion by the 
positive experiences in the conditions between country and all other churches 
and religious faiths practicing in Poland. They are fulfilling their missions 
in complete freedom. At the same time leading their disciples and clergy into 
the format of a pronational attitude. To achieve similar results between the 
State and the Roman Catholic Church is a question of time. Certainly, con- 
nected with this is the fact that stabilization between the state and the 
church or religious groups does not indicate unanimity of opinions or atti- 
tudes in al] instances. The indispensable [as published] elements in these 
conditions are the differences and even conflicts of opinions in the philo- 
sophical areas. The church is the church, it voices religious precepts, it 
has a religious foundation. The state is a secular entity. It does not take 
upon itself the task of fighting religions or churches, but it also does not 
want, and cannot be a tool for one or another religion. Confrontation on the 
ideological level and world-opinion field do not prevent however collaboration 
or cooperation in these regions which strive for the attainment of common 
political, social and economic goals, or in the formation in unison of accepted 


woral values. 


[Interviewer] Thank you for the interview. 


12306 
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POLAND 


PROVINCIAL PARTY ACTIVITIES REPORTED 
Lublin Province Reports Campaign 
Lublin SZTANDAR LUDU in Polish 14-15-16 Jan 83 pp 1, 2 
[Article by (sna): "Preparations for the Voivodship Conference” ] 


[Text] (Special Report). The reports-programs campaign in 
the party, which has been going on since October 1982, is-en- 
tering its final stage. It will be ended by the voivodship 
conferences that have been planned for the first ten days in 
February 1983 in the four voivodships of our region. All of 
the voivodship bodies and party organizations are preparing 
very diligently to have them conducted effectively, in the 
organizational and the substantive aspects. 


Consultations and meetings with the delegates to the conference are currently 
going on at plants and party work centers. The point of departure in the 
discussion under way is not only the conclusions from the implementation of 
party resolutions and decisions, but also the current socioeconomic situation 
of the region, and its needs and possibilities. During the meetings, discussions, 
and consultations that have taken place, a great deal of attention has also 
been given to the problems of instituting the economic reform, and improving 

the working conditions, leaves, and lives of the work forces and of the citizens 
in general. The anticipated and very necessary progress in this area will have 
a real effect on the sociopolitical atmosphere and on the construction of 
lasting platforms for a national understanding. 


It is taken for granted that the voivodship conferences, their course, and final 
results, will attract the attention not only of party members, but also of broad 
public opinion. They will crown the reports campaign, which has actually been 
very intense in all the‘voivodships, the meetings of party groups and branch 
basic party organizations [POP], and the results of plant, commune, district, 
and city conferences, since during these meetings, many general and very con- 
crete observations, conclusions, and proposals were brought up. It is precisely 
on the basis of these conclusions and proposals, while simultaneously taking 
into account the new social, political, and economic determining factors, that 
the delegates to the voivodship conferences will adopt action programs. 
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Jozef Czyrek in Lublin 


Lublin SZTANDAR LUDU in Polish 2 Feb 83 p 3 


[Interview with Jozef Czyrek, member of the Politburo and secretary of the 
PZPR Central Committee, by Leslaw Gnot] 


[Text] [Question] Comrade secretary, we have seen the completion of two im 
portant stages in the PZPR reports campaign--in the basic organizations, and in 
the plant, commune, and city committees. We followed their progress. We feel 
that the majority of our organizations, especially in worker milieus, have to 

a considerable extent shaken off their passiveness ard torpor. There are still 
many weaknesses, doubts, and difficult problems, but in general one may say 
that we have overcome the most severe difficulties. This is our local view. 

We would be grateful for some observations and remarks from the highest central 


echei.on. 


[Answer] The observations at the central echelon are fundamentally based on 
local observations. It is from you, from comrades in the voivodships and at 
plants, that we receive the elements for a general picture of the life of our 


party. 


I can state that your views of the course of the reports campaign in your region 
thus far coincide with the observations from other voivodships and from the 
entire country. The conferences are confirming the revival and increasing 
activation of the party organizations. This is after all one of the main 

goals of the present reports campaign. While it is going on, we are performing 
an honest calculation of our forces, assessing the activity of party organiza- 
tions and organs, and outlining concrete tasks for today in carrying out the 
program of the Ninth Extraordinary Congress. 


The present campaign is particularly significant. It is an important stage in 
the organizational and ideological-political consolidation of the party after 

a period of difficult experiences. The party has passed through a period of a 
severe test, a period of a great settling of accounts. It was necessary. We 
will still, with complete adherence to principle, single out and deal with 
every instance of a departure from the ideological principles of socialism, 

from leninist party standards. But at present we should concentrate mainly on 
the concrete problems and tasks of the present day and tomorrow. The suspension 
of martial law, and the removal of the immediate threats to the basis of the 
socialist state and internal order, have opened up a new period of intensified 
work for the party. The key problem today is the continual presence and 
initiative of the party organizations and all party members in resolving the 
complex problems affecting the work forces and social milieus, in joint efforts 
to overcome the crisis, in uniting people for the work of socialist reforms 

that has been undertaken, rebuilding the economy, and developing socialist 
democracy and self-management. These are the basic conditions for strengthening 
the cohesion and flexibility of the party, and its ties to the working class and 


working people. 


(Question] The main subject of our meetings and conferences was the problem of 
carrying out the resolutions of the Ninth Party Congress and our own decisions, 











adopted during the pre-congress campaign. But perhaps we should take into con- 
sideration the fact to a considerable extent, the situation has changed. Under 
these conditions, what can we consider to be urgent and mandatory, and what 
should be changed, improved, or supplemented in accordance with the principles 


of realism? 


[Answer] As you stated, the principal guideline for our efforts remains the 
program from the Ninth Extraordinary Congress. We will not depart from this 
road. It is even possible to state that the strength and viability of our 
party will be demonstrated precisely by the fact that in spite of the conditions 
of the bitter struggle imposed on us by the enemies of socialism, the party 
remained true to its chosen line, and saved the work of the Ninth Congress, 
which is important in the history of our party. 


Of the tasks that are coming to the forefront today, I would like to cite 
primarily the economic front, social problems, especially protection of the 
vital interests of working people, the construction of the foundations for a 
national understanding, and the strengthening of the democratic structures of 
the socialist state. 


Priority significance should be given to the activity of party organizations 
and bodies in the further improvement of our national economy, in implementing 
and perfecting the mechanisms of the economic reform. 


In this difficult process, the party is the main proponent of the socialist 
principles of social justice; it has cooperated in the formation of worker 
self-management, in the rebirth of the trade union movement, in the creation of 
the economic climate, and civic joint responsibility among workforces. 


Particular weight today is being given to the problems of the village, and the 
development of agriculture and the food industry, which were recently the sub- 
ject of a joint plenary meeting of the PZPR Central Committee and the Supreme 
Committee of the United Peasant Party. I know that a great deal of attention 
is being paid to these problems in your voivodship and in the entire Lublin 
region. I think that this will be reflected at the voivodship reports con- 


ference. 


[Question] We know that you are personally devoting particular attention to 

the problems of science. The situation in these areas is particularly difficult. 
Lublin, which has several higher schools and institutes and is the largest 
scientific center on the right side of the Wisla, is intensely interested in 
these matters. What sort of observations and advice on this matter could you 
pass on to our voivodship party organization? 


[Answer] Unfortunately, the crisis situation has not bypassed scientific cir- 
cles, which play an important role in society. The truth is that the situation 
in these circles is still difficult. Nevertheless, one should emphasize as 
strongly as possible that at this difficult time the majority of Polish scien- 
tists have shown a patriotic foundation, and have not interrupted their scien- 
tific and teaching activity. Many prominent representatives of science became 
actively involved in building a national understanding, and became active within 
the framework of the Patriotic Movement for National Rebirth, and in various 
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forms of civic initiatives. We ascribe a great deal of significance to the 
participation of scientists in the work of the Sejm, in the Socioeconomic 
Council, and also, among other things, in the recently constituted National 
Cultural Council. These are important facts which are being taken into account. 


The resolutions of the Ninth Extraordinary Comgress set party policy in 
scientific circles and with respect to these circles. We wili wnswervingly 
adhere to our course of strengthening the independence and initiative of 
scientific circles in joint work for Poland, in developing and carrying out 4 
program for surmounting the crisis. In this area, we are counting on the in- 
tensifying process of the self-determination of scientific circles, on the 
formation of a climate of creative work in the schools and in scientific re- 
search centers, on a creative, civic, and professional contribution by scien- 
tists to the common cause for the good of Poland and its position in the world. 


{Question} And finally, the sphere of international problems and the inter- 
national workers’ movement, which is perhaps insufficiently appreciated today 
by large numbers of party members. Overwhelmed with our own problems, we have 
not sufficiently realized the international determining factors of many polit- 
ical, social, and economic phenomena, and we are not appreciating a threat 
considerably greater than the greatest difficulties of the crisis—the threzt 
to peace and the biological existence not only of our people, but of all fuman— 
ity... As an experienced politician and the head of our diplomacy for many 
years, you can certainly help us here to achieve a broader view of these pro- 


blems... 


[Answer] Yes, you are right. It is not possible to examine our country’s 
problems today--much less resolve them——apart from the context of the inter- 
national situation and the general direction of its development. An orientation 
in these problems, particularly being able to distinguish the complex problems 
and determining factors of the modern world--the threats to peace are especially 
important in this regard--are an indispensable part of civic political education 
in our country, and also an important integral part of the ideological equipment 


of our party. 


Since the end of the 1970's, the situation in the world has been developing in 
a very dangerous direction. The main source of this is the negative evolution 
in the policy of the United States and NATO toward a confrontation, an intensi- 
fication of the arms race, and a weakening of the achievements of detente. 

This is accompanied by aggressive rhetoric, am increase in diversionary actions, 
and attempts to provoke and foment destabilization in the socialist countries. 
As we have experienced, Poland was singled out as a special target for this new 
antisocialist campaign. All sorts of methods and scenarios have been tried 
against us. Our country had to go upin flames in order to demonstrate the 
"collapse of socialism.” When this was unsuccessful, we were “punished” by 
economic sanctions; an attempt was made to dictate to us how we should resolve 
our internal affairs. We can state today that this scenario has also failed. 
There is a great deal of evidence that the situation with respect to Poland 


is more favorable today than it was a year ago. 


Since the beginning of last year, we have done a great deal to develop and 
strengthen our allied relations of cooperation with our closest friends, 














especially with the Soviet Union. The understanding, support and trade, and 
concrete assistance of our friends is of vital significance for our efforts to 
surmount the crisis. We also received strong support from our friends in re- 
sisting the westem attempts to isolate Poland on the international level. 


Continuing a consistent peace policy, together with the socialist states--as 
clearly shown by the recent session of the DKP [expansion unknown] of the 
Warsaw Pact members and the Prague declaration, which is famous today--we are 
actively working together in creating the conditions for surmounting the nega- 
tive tendencies of the international situation, and thus more favorable internal 
conditions for resolving our problems within the country. 


[Question] Thank you for the interview. It will certainly allow us to develop 
and enrich the content of our voivodship reports conference and our entire 


sociopolitical activity. 
Lublin Problems With Animal Breeding 


Lublin SZTANDAR LUDU in Polish 24 Feb 83 p 2 
{Article by (Kuz): "The Problems of Reviving Farm Animal Breeding" ] 


[Text] The main subject of the session of the Executive Board 
of the PZPR Voivodship Committee [KW] in Lublin was a program 
for counteracting the unfavorable trends in farm animal 
breeding. It was stated that the intensifying decline in the 
number of hogs is a particularly disturbing phenomenon. 


The livestock census conducted last December on private farms showed that in 
comparison with the situation in June of that year, the number of hogs had 
declined by 15 percent, and the number of sows by close to 40 percent. 


The present low level of the young pig supply will undoubtedly cause a further 
decline in breeding. This will obviously be reflected in the procurement re- 


sults. 


For the time being these results are not really bad, since the farmers are 
selling porkers raised earlier, but it is expected that in the second half of 
the year they will deliver 50 percent fewer animals to the procurement points 


than during the same period last year. 


The members of the KW Executive Board who took part in the discussion pointed 
out that the reduced interest in breeding was also influenced by the withdrawal 
of allocations of commercial fodder, and also by a certain deterioration in 
price relationships (at one time it was possible to buy 3.5 tons of coal for 
one porker, but now it is only 2.5 tons). 


The most attention during the discussion was devoted to the voivodship admin- 
istration's program of activities aimed at halting the declining trends and 
reviving farm animal breeding, and especially hog breeding. 








It was pointed out that in certain sectors of Lublin agriculture, primarily on 
private farms, there are conditions for a considerable increase in farm animal 
breeding. For this purpose, we should first of all take care of increasing the 
amount of fodder, which can be achieved by changing the crop structure in favor 
of fodder crops, including beets. Reducing losses in fodder storage and 
modernizing the technology for feeding animals is also an important task. 


In this context, attention was called to the need to increase professional 
counseling for farmers, and also to improve professional training. 





It was stated that the voivodship administrative authorities should primarily 
be concerned with a systematic raising of the level of the agricultural services 
working directly with farmers. 


For this purpose, among other things, it is necessary to speed up the ratifica- 
tion of these cadres and to make it possible for people with appropriate 


qualifications to start work. 


It is also necessart to enforce, with iron consistency, solid performance of the 
tasks outlined in the program developed by the llth Plenum of the PZPR Central 
Committee and the United Peasant Party Supreme Committee [NK ZSL]. 


It was with precisely these observations that the Executive Board of the PZPR 
KW in Lublin adopted a schedule of activities presented by the governor with 
respect to reviving farm animal breeding. 


On another item in the meeting, it received a report prepared by the Presidium 
of the PZPR Voivodship Audit Commission on the subject of the activities of 
regional centers of party work. At the same time, it was decided that at one 
of the next meetings of the Executive Board, a special evaluation will be made 
of the activities of these centers to date. 


Skierniewice Province's Kubasiewicz 


Lodz GLOS ROBOTNICZY in Polish 26 Jan 83 p 3 


[Interview with Janusz Kubasiewicz, first secretary of the PZPR Voivodship 
Committee in Skierniewice, by Zdzislaw Strzepek: "The Roads to the Consolidation 


and Strengthening of the Party"] 


[Text] [Question] What benefits has the party's reports campaign brought to 
the voivodship organization? 


[Answer] The meetings and conferences performed analyses and assessments of 
the implementation of the tasks arising from the resolutions of the 4th, 7th, 
8th, and 9th Plenums of the Central Committee, and from the reports and con- 
clusions adopted at our own reports-electoral conferences. Since the latter 
took place before the Ninth Extraordinary Congress, consequently, during the 
present campaign the party organizations and bodies have conducted a verifi- 
cation in the context of their being in accordance with the contents of the 

Ninth Congress and the new statute. Verification, or as some people prefer, 
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modification, combined with the practice of party action and supported by the 
experience obtained in the political struggle, has allowed the development and 
adoption of a program of activities for each basic party organization and party 
body until the end of the term. 


During the campaign, an analysis was made of the political situation in the 
party organizations. The party organizations’ capacity for undertaking politi- 
cal tasks determines their capability of influencing social milieus in the 
direction desired by the party. We can state today that this goal has been 
achieved by &5 percent of the voivodship party organization. 


The party organmizatioms answered the questions of what the distribution of party 
forces in the milieu is like, and what possibilities there are for admitting new 
candidates to the party, where the weakest links in the party are, and in what 
manner it is possible: and necessary to strengthea them politically and organ- 
izationally; where an experieuced party aktiv should be sent, and where it is 
only mecessary to set high requirements for the secretary of the POP. 


During the campaign, we recalled what the cohesion of party ranks is based on, 
how the ideclogical-political and moral attitudes of party members and candidates 
should be manifested, how the resolutions and conclusions from the previous 
reports-electoral campaign have been implemented, how the party members fulfill 
their statutory obligations within the POP itself, and how they are carrying 

out their tasks in social organizations, youth organizations, OKON, social 
commissions, and people's councils. 


4n unusually fumdamental element in the presemt reports campaign was the 
analysis and assessment of internal party mechanisms which form the basis for 
the activity of the party's deliberating and executive bodies--committees and 
their executive boards, audit and party control commissions, and problem 
oriented commissions. This had to do with an assessment of their activities in 
performing deliberating , initiative, coordination, and control functions, es- 
tablished from the standpoint of fulfillment of the recommendations contained 
in the activity schedules outlined by the decisions of the Central Committee 
Politburo, and arising from the plenary meetings of the Central Committee. 


Finally, an important element in the reports campaign was an assessment of the 
working style and fumctioning of party bodies, and their skill in working with 
the aktiv, especially the worker and peasant aktiv, in close association with 
ideological activity. Im speaking of ideological activity, we have in mind the 
means of equipping this aktiv with the necessary arguments and political infor- 
mation to help the aktiv in explaining party policy. We have subordinated to 
this goal the entire party training system, and lecturing and reading activities, 
and we have also used the regular regional consultations of POP and OOP [branch 
party organization] secretaries in this regard. 


To sum it up, the POP and OOP meetings have generally gone well, but they have 
not always been held with satisfactory frequency, especially in small organiza- 
tions in the villages and at certain institutions. Cases of the postponement 
and repetition of meetings have also occurred. I must state with satisfaction 
that in principle we have not observed any “silent” meetings. The proposals and 
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conclusions submitted were aimed at making the organizations’ work more 
efficient. In contrast to the reports-electoral campaign, there have not been 
any malcontents. A realistic thread predominated. 


The conferences of bodies at the basic level took place in a similar atmosphere, 
with a sharp but matter-of-fact discussion. In their speeches, the participants 
in the conference concentrated on the vital problems of plant workforces and of 
individual mileus. With respect to this, it should be emphasized very strongly 
that the concrete possibilities of plants, villages, communes, cities, and the 
voivodship were taken into account in formulating the conclusions. The existing 
reserves were pointed out, and methods to start utilizing them were sought. 





In the cities, the main topics of discussion were the problems of the economic 
reform, housing construction, the operation of the trade network, and so forth. 
The commune conferences revolved around the issues of agricultural policy, its 
instability, and supplying agriculture with the means of agricultural produc- 
tion. The role of rural self-management in carrying out tasks in agriculture 
was emphasized. The need to intensify internal party work and ideological 
education was stressed, and the bodies have to devote more attention to this 
problem in the second half of the tern. 


{Question} What weaknesses are still occurring in the structure and activities 
of the voivodship party organization? 


[Answer] We cannot speak of any existing weaknesses in the structure. If such 
weaknesses occur, either the life of the party organization or body corrects then, 
or they correct themselves. Inthe first half of the term, for example, 130 POPs 
were dissolved. These were weak party organizations, consisting of less than 
five comrades as a result of a loss of members. The people who remained were 
transferred to other organizations, and the new ones are frequently associated 
with a larger and often more active aktiv. As a result of this, however, there 
are blank spots on the map of party activity, especially in rural areas. 


As for the structure of the bodies, there have not been any fundamental changes. 
The Regional Party Work Centers that appeared last year are playing an auxiliary 
role in the work of the Voivodship Committee with the first level bodies and the 
POPs. This work has to be improved, possibly through some structural changes. 
Recently, the KW [Voivodship Committee] has reactivated the activity of the 
KW's Voivodship Center for Ideological Training. 


The work of the small POPs, especially in the rural areas, should be considered 
a weakness in the activity of the voivodship party organization. We have under- 
taken several initiatives in this area, but still without much effect; for 
example, we have tried to organize joint meetings. The information system has 
not yet been fully perfected, especially along the line from the City or Commune 
Committee to the POPs to the party members; not all of the local bodies have 
developed suitable forms for the work of the problem-oriented commissions. 


We are paying particular attention to the issue of suggestions, claims, letters, 
and complaints. We discussed this subject at the KW plenun. , 
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[Question] What tasks from the June 1981 program have not been fully carried 
out, and why? 


[Answer] I should begin by mentioning the fact that we are just halfway through 
the term of the party authorities. I also want to call your attention to the 
fact that after the Ninth Party Congress in August 1981, at the KW plenum, with 
the participation of the delegates to the voivodship conference, we enriched 

our program with the subjects arising from the resolution of the congress. In 
evaluating the progress of the program's implementation, it must be stated that 
there are no subjects for which implementation has not been begun. On the other 
hand, the extent of the progress is different, not always for subjective reasons. 


The most important problem, for the implementation of which society will judge 
us, is housing construction and the completion of certain investments. We have 
to say that these are problems characteristic of the entire country, but we are 
perceiving our own shortcomings in this activity. This is why the KW Executive 
Board adopted a decision to have the problem of housing construction accurately 
studied and analyzed at the plenary meeting of the KW in June 1983, developing 
concrete and effective outlines for activities. 


We have not been able to attract all young people to us and to have them become 
more active. At many plants, and also in the villages, the youth organization 
elements are not very active. We are trying to assist the active portion of 
the younger generation, and we are working together on a suitable system for 
cooperating as partners. But we still have a great deal to do here, especially 
in regard to the extensive group of young people outside the organizations. 


In the party, we have undertaken several steps to improve ideological education 
activity. There have been many completely new forms, and the POPs are becoming 
more active, but this is still the main front of the battle--equipping ourselves 
with arguments, training the aktiv, the party members, and the candidates. 


[Question] The intention of the voivodship body administration is undoubtedly 
to use the largest possible number of people in the aktiv. What do you intend 


to do for this purpose? 


[Answer] This is a question that has been discussed in the party since the time 
that it arose, but this does not at all mean that it has lost any of its relevance. 
Quite the contrary--today, in the complicated sociopolitical situation, when the 
party is a party of work and struggle, when we are all depending on the creation 
of a broad front of national understanding, when every pair of hands involved 

in carrying out the process of renewal is important, the problem assumes 
particular significance. 


Being fully aware of this, we devoted the second plenary meeting of the KW in 
the current term to working out more productive and effective forms for the 
work of the voivodship party body--forms adapted to the current conditions and 
requirements. Among other things, we formed 1/7 problem-oriented commissions, 
consisting of 10-15 people each, which combined both members of the KW and the 
party aktiv specialized in the given areas. They also include delegates to the 
reports-electoral conference who have not become part of the authorities. In 
this manner, we made it possible for every delegate to participate in the work 


of the voivodship body. 
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A specific aspect of this undertaking was establishing the scope of the 
commissions’ work. Thus, for example, a commission on the economic reform was 
created, and it is working on spreading the aims of the reform, and gathering 
views and opinions as a basis for making improvements; it is investigating ways 
of instituting the economic reform in the voivodship. The commission on social 
and self-managing organizations has established the directions for party work 
with the PZPR members in trade unions, and in youth and self-managing organiza- 
tions, and is developing areas for the party's cooperation with these organiza- 


tions. 


Furthermore, the verified methods for the KW's work with the party aktiv include 
participation by the party activists from worker and peasant circles in plenary 
meetings and meetings of the KW Executive Board, and systematically informing 
the aktiv about the means of carrying out the conclusions and demands voiced at 
meetings and consultations. I would like to remind you that we begin every 
meeting of the KW Executive Board and the Plenum with a report on this subject. 
The consultations and meetings with the aktiv, the "Economic Talks," and the 
regional consultations of POP and OOP secretaries are reporting forms of contact 


with the aktiv. 


I want to emphasize, not without satisfaction, that there has been a turnabout 
in a widely criticized matter--the excessively low participation of KW workers 
in POP meetings. Over 1600 POP meetings were attended by KW workers last year, 
which is the best evidence of this. We have 1,250 OOPs and POPs in the 


voivodship. 


[Question] How will the organizations and bodies deal with the resolutions that 
have been adopted and the demands that have been voiced? 


[Answer] In this area, each body and organization has to work out its own 
system. I have observed with pleasure that in the Sochaczew City Committee [KM], 
after every quarter, the Executive Board makes an evaluation of the implemen- 
tation of the resolutions that it has adopted. We use a similar principle in 


the KW. 


Another form of control is the KW Secretariat's traveling meetings at local 
bodies. We have held such meetings in each of the communes. This year we are 
instituting a fundamental innovation, namely, every traveling meeting will be 
accompanied by a comprehensive inspection of the given body ad of the admin- 
istration of that unit. An analysis of the material prepared will allow the 

KW Secretariat to make a more profound analysis of the sociopolitical and 
economic situation in the commune, and at the same time, to make a more precise 
determination of the tasks for the body at which we hold the next KW Secretariat 


meeting. 


(Question] Thank you for the interview. 


9909 
CSO: 2600/542 


26 








POLAND 


KATOWICE GOVERNOR VIEWS ADMINISTRATION-ENTERPRISE CONFLICTS 
Warsaw RADA NARODOWA GOSPODARKA ADMINSTRACJA in Polish No 2, 24 Jan 83 pp 12-13 


[Article by Roman Paszkowski, governor of Katowice: "TOAB [local organs of 
state administration] and Independent Economic Units: How to Guide the Develop— 
ment of the Voivodship] 


[Text] In accordance with the law on state enterprises of 25 
September 1981 "...state organs can undertake decisions in the 
area of a state enterprise's activities only in cases provided 
by statute regulations” (article 4 of law 2). 


The introduction of this law and other regulations contained in regulations re- 
forming the economy that restrict the right of local state administration or- 
gans to interfere in the “internal” activities of enterprises changes the basic 
nature of relationships between local organs of state administration and eco- 


nomic units. 
Lack of Coherence in Solutions to Date 


Correct and effective control of socioeconomic development of the voivodship, 
town and gmina [parish] is not possible without investing local state adminis-— 
trative organs with powers and instruments for influencing enterprises, especi- 
ally in such areas as: employment; environmental protection; use of land, 
local water resources, energy and raw materials; and meeting housing and cul- 


tural needs, and the like. 


The current legal status, in which economic units have their “own” new law in 
1981 and the local state administration organs base their activities on pro- 
visions of the 1958 law on people's councils (although subsequently amended), 
has very great shortcomings because of a lack of coherence in solving problems 
dealing with functioning as well as the rules and responsibilities of adminis- 
trative organs and enterprises. 


Enterprises’ operating principles often violate TOAP’s principles of operation; 
for example, granting hard coal mines the status of public utilities enterprises 
and thus exempting them from a land tax has deprived the voivodship’s budget of 
an income of about 2 billion zlotys. In contrast to the generally accepted 
principle of strengthening TOAP’s financial independence, this must be seen as 

a lack of consistency in creating a coherent legal system of economic reform. 








Conditions for Effectively Guiding a Voivodship’s Development 


The prepared legal regulations of TOAP’s status (the law on people's councils 
and territorial self-government and other regulations) will be the basis for 
correct and effective control of voivodships’ socioeconomic development, if: 


First--local organs of authority and administration have independent sources of 
income obtained, first of all, from economic units (for example, property taxes, 
duties for economic use of the environment). Central subsidies—different from 
today’s practice--must be exclusively of a supplementary nature; 


Second--if TAOP will be invested with instruments of influence that conform to 
the prerequisites of reform; 


indirect influence or economic instruments such as the taxes and duties men- 
tioned above, as well as prices, tools for regulating incomes, and the like, 


and 


direct influence, such as the flow of information on planning prerequisites, 
principles of localization of investments, principles of environmental restora- 
tion and protection, concessions, licenses, and the like. 


This future model for TOAP’s and people’s councils’ principle of operation is 
generally recognized as reform in professional consulting circles. 


Some of these instruments have already been defined (for example, the flow of 
information on planning). The majority, however, of these instruments now re- 
quire, again and again, thorough regulation in the law on people's councils 
and in execvtory rules as well as in many rules of substantive law (tax law, 
rules dealing with environmental protection, land management, construction, 
water, and cther rights). 


It is One Thing to Own Something, But Quite Another to Know How to Use it 


Correct regulation in the above areas and the formation of instruments, in 
spite of relinquishing--in accordance with the principles of reform—authori- 
tative forms of TOAP influence, will create real possibilities for correct 
functioning and development of voivodships. 


One of the prerequisites in this area will be the administrative apparatus’ 
ability to make use of these instruments. As practice has shown, many hitherto 
existing powers, including coordinating powers, have not been effectively 
utilized. 


A particular example of depriving TOAP of the possibility of effectively shap— 
ing the development of a region are the rules regulating the principle of local 
coordination of investments included in resolution No 118 of 4 July 1969 and 
resolution No 196 of 29 December 1977. In these rules there has been absolutely 
no realization of the concept of coordination of investments based on investment 
shares assigned for constructing an infrastructure from the costs of production 
investments, since the majority of plants have not remitted these shares to the 


local budget. 
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The powers of TOAP in relationship to economic units that are not "conforming" 
has been restricted by undertaking laws on enterprises, socioeconomic planning 
and cooperatives--given today’s considerable delay in working out and under- 
taking a law on people's councils and territorial self-government, the legal 
bases of TOAP activity have been called in question by this defect in the 
present legal system. 


The general basis of a future definition of TOAP powers in relationship to 
“nonconforming” economic units must be the maintenance of local budgets ob- 
tained primarily from the incomes, first of all, of these units. This re- 
quires the fastest possible undertaking of a law on people's councils, a bud- 
getary law, and the creation for TOAP of a system of direct and indirect in- 
struments of influence. 


Problems Needing Immediate Solutions 


Creation by TOAP of conditions for correct and effective action for the bene- 
fit of proper functioning and development of a region requires: 


1. Accelerating work on a new law on people's councils and territorial self- 
government that would in some measure be a "constitution" for territorial 
units; not having this law makes it impossible to form properly a relationship 
between TOAP and economic units; 


2. Assuring a simultaneous working-out, in consultation with governors of sub- 
stantive law regulations in the area of environmental protection, land use, 
water rights--and what is ever so urgent--the local coordination of investments. 


3. Assuring in the new legal regulations (the law on people's councils, budget- 
ary law) financial independence of local administrative and government organs. 
Contrary to this principle, one notes the present tendencies toward centraliz- 
ing the finances of some spheres of local economy (for example, the Central 

Fund of Cultural Development). 


4. Independent of these general proposals, the following considerations are 
expedient: 


verification of decisions dealing with locations for key industrial investments 
undertaken by government organs in the 1970's by seeing that these decisions 
conforiu to current conditions and economic possibilities as well as to the new 
goals of social development of regions; in the case of the Katowice Voivodship, 
an example of this need is the construction of a coking plant in the "Katowice" 
steel mills. 


elimination of the artificial classification of workers’ jobs in the local ad- 
ministration. According to present budgetary principles, workers in the manage- 
ment of local economy, investment, construction, city planning and architecture, 
are not uniformly numbered among this group of jobs in the local administration. 
Such an accounting is fictitious and makes it impossible to adjust structures in 
the state administration to the exigencies of economic reform. This accounting 
also differentiates workers in an entirely superfluous manner. For example, it 
is presently impessible to convert the Voivodship Administration of City Planning 
and Architecture into a Voivodship Office, although from our point of view this 
is both expedient and necessary. 
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POLAND 


FORMER INTERNEES REPORTEDLY DEMAND GENERAL AMNESTY 
London DZIENNIK POLSKI I DZIENNIK ZOLNIERZA in Polish 31 Mar 83 p 1 


(Article: "Five hundred ‘Solidarity’ Activists Deliberated on Jasna Gora. 
Demanded Amnesty and Presented to Dictatorship Their Conditions for Reconcili- 


ation"] 


[Text] Over 500 of former internees of "Solidarity" gathered 
on Jasna Gora and summoned authorities to declare a general 
amnesty for the imprisoned activists. At the same time the 
directors of the underground Solidarity in Warsaw announced a 
call for demonstrations in May, and previously unknown group 
under the name of "Polish Helsinki Committee" issued an an- 
noucement about the beginning of documentations regarding vi- 


Olations of human rights in Poland. 


On the basis of reports from people participating last Sunday in the secret de- 
liberations of over 500 activists of Solidarity who were freed from internment 
camps and were gathered in the Hall of Knights at Jasna Gora--the Reuters 
Agency filed the following details: The meeting gave its approval for direct- 
ing a letter to Jaruzelski demanding the announcement of general amnesty prior 
to the pope’s visit. This letter would contain 7 concrete recommendations 
which if adopted would improve the hoepless situation in the country. 


This letter was signed by 62 of the Solidarity activists and was sent to 
Jaruzelski the day before yesterday, with copies going to the pope, to Primate 
Glemp, to the Sejm and to the western press. 


At the beginning of the letter it was said that the Polish nation is not yet 
prepared to receive the pope either morally, spiritually or politically. The 
communist authorities were unable to improve Poland's economic situation and 

the courts hand out draconian verdicts to honest Poles and labor union activ- 


ists. 


"Each day brings new arrests," states the beginning of the letter, "new inves- 
tigations, court proceedings and politically-motivated verdicts. It is impera- 
tive to stop this merry-go-round of violence and repression.” Further on it 
was said that before the arrival of the holy father to Poland, WRON ought to 
rescind finally the state of war, declare full ammesty for all political pris- 
oners, allow the return to work of all persons released from their positions, 








and guarantee full freedom of religious practice to all. Continuing the let- 
ter, we read--that suspended artist's unions and those of other creative per- 
sons, particularly authors, should regain the right to independent activities. 
The government should also guarantee the workers the right to independent 
union activities and should permit the erection of monuments to those activ-—- 
ists who died under the military rule. The letter of the 62 contains an in- 
direct criticism of Primate Glemp as it praises his predecessor Cardinal 
Wyszynski, who--as the letter reads--did not allow millions of Poles to fall 


into hopelessness and despair. 
Do Not Demonstrate 


The persons gathered in the Hall of Knights, the informers of Reuter were 

told, that the participants of that clandestine meeting were rather opposed 
to antistate demonstrations prior to the pope’s visit, because they thought 
that these could serve as a pretext by the government for banning the visit. 


1 Maw Holiday 


Of a different opinion is the Temporary Coordinating Committee of the under- 
ground Solidarity, which has announced in clandestined papers signed by Zbig- 
niew Bujak and two members of the committee, dated 24 March with an appeal 

for demonstrations on 1 May. In this appeal, it was stated among other things, 
“Let no one prevent us from honoring this joyful day of 1 May, as it is the 
holiday of the workers and not a holiday for paying homage to the authorities. 
The workers have the right to celebrate this day in a manner they deem fit.” 
The proclamation does not contain any details of the planned celebration of 1 
May, but affirms: "This year the Old Town [Stare Miasto] will remind us of 
the joy of our regaining our laborer’s holiday and at the same time reflect 
our hope of greeting the holy father.” The proclamation continues, that per- 
sons trying to organize an unofficial celebration of May are being harassed by 
the militia, after which incidents they predict: "Without regard for the 
treachery and strain of these repressions, the May Day holiday will continue 
to bring memories and hopes and solidarity." 


New Court Case 


The news agency PAP revealed news of the opening in Warsaw of a court case 
against 9 Solidarity activists who created an interplant Information Committee, 
which issued underground bulletins. 


Exposure 


TV Warsaw transmitted the conversation of one of the Solidarity activists, 
Andrzej Konarski, whose disclosure we revealed yesterday, with the minister 
of Internal Affairs, Czeslaw Kiszczak, who was supposed to have said, that 
it is not the intention of the government to fill prisons with political in- 


mates. 


Another leader of Solidarity, Jerzy Pierzchala, revealed himself to the militia 
in Radom and after interrogation by the militia, was sent home. 
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The Helsinki Group 


An unofficial and anonymous group of activists was formed in Warsaw, which ob- 
serves and documents voilations of human rights in the PRL. The communique 
of its establishment was handed to the Reuter Agency. From this it appears 
that this committee has been active for several months and its first report 
was sent at the beginning of March to the conference in Madrid. 
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POLAND 


DIRECTIVES CONCERNING MARTIAL LAW SUSPENSION ISSUED 


Martial Law Decrees Rescinded 


Warsaw DZIENNIK USTAW in Polish No 2, 26 Jan 83 p 13 Item 11 


[Directive of the Council of Ministers concerning rescinding some of the 
directives in force during martial law; 27 December 1982] 


[Text] Based on article 16, article 29 law 8 and article 33 of the 

12 December 1981 decree on martial law (DZIENNIK USTAW 1981, No 28, item 
154 and that of 1982 No 3, item 18) and article 134 in connection with 
the articles 133 and 237 of the 21 November 1947 about the public duty 
concerning, defense of the Pollsh People's Republic (DZIENNIK USTAW 1979, 
No 18, item 111) the following has been decreed: 


1.1 Hereby are rescinded the 13 December 1981 Council of Ministers’ direc- 
tives concerning the fulfillment of martial law decree in the area limiting 
monetary means, cash flow, and financing service as well as credits (DZIENNIK 
USTAW No 29 item 162), exclusive of the ordinances concerning the limitation 
of freedom to dispose currency means accummulated in foreign currency accounts 
of individuals [that is] currency-possessing citizens of this country. 


2. Until the time Finance Minister issues the regulations discussed in 
article 9, law 2 of 18 December 1982 concerning specific legal regulation 
during the period of suspension of martial law (DZIENNIK USTAW, No 41, item 
273) the regulations of Finance Minister and the President of Polish National 
Bank issued based on paragraph 7 of the ordinance mentioned in law 1 remain 


in effect. 


2. Hereby is rescinded the Council of Ministers’ ordinance of 16 August 1982 
concerning the financial aid due the members of the families of soldiers on 
active duty and concerning some of the rights of these soldiers during enforce- 
ment of martial law (DZIENNIK USTAW No 26, item 191), however, the regional 
organs of the lowest level government administration ought to continue paying 
the established values of family aid money to the members of families which 
continue to be maintained by the soldiers fulfilling their military exercises 
and this aid ought to continue until these soldiers finish their duty. 


3. Hereby become invalid; 








ee | 


1) the Council of Ministers’ ordinance of 30 December 1981 concerning suspen- 
sion of self-government activities for the teams of government enterprises 
for the duration of martial law (DZIEMNIK USTAW 1981, No 32, item 185 and 


1982, No 22, item 159), 


2) the Council of Ministers’ ordinance of 30 December 1981, concerning the 
introduction of the public’s obligation to perform their work durinz martial 
law (I ZIENNIK USTAW, No 32, item 187). 


4. This ordinance comes into power on the day of its declaration, since 
31 December 1982. 


Chairman of the Council of Ministers: Army Gen W Jaruzelski. 
Martial Law Directives Rescinded 
Warsaw MONITOR POLSKI in Polish Mo 3, 27 Jan 83 p 46 Item 20 


[Ordinance No 2 of the Chairman of Council of Ministers concerning rescission 
of some of the ordinances obligatory under martial law; 18 January 1983] 


[Text] Based on article 6, law 2 and article 15, law 1 point 1 of 12 December 
1981, decree on martial law (DZIENNIK USTAW 1981, No 29, item 154 and 1982 
No 3, item 18) it is decreed as follows: 


1. Hereby are taken out of effect: 


1) The Council of Ministers Chairman’s ordinance No 51 of 13 December 1981 
concerning the suspension of trade union activities and of the activities of 
some social organizations for the duration of martial law enforcement 
(MONITOR POLSKI of 1981, No 30, item 273 as well as 1982, No 6, item 34 and 


No 9 item 58), 


2) the Council of Ministers chairman’s ordinance No 2 of 12 January 1982 
concerning journalistic activities within the borders of the Polish People’s 
Republic performed by the foreign correspondents and by Polish journalists 
during the time of martial law enforcement (MOBITOR POLSKI No 2, item 4). 


2. This ordinance comes to force on the day of its declaration. 


Council of Ministers chairman: Army Gen W Jaruzelski 
Higher Education Minister Decree 


Warsaw DZIENNIK USTAW in Polish No 2, 26 Jan 83 p 29 Item 16 


(Ordinance by Minister of Science, Higher Education, and Technology concerning 
specific principles of behavior with respect to the employees of institutions 
of higher learning and the students who disturb order during the suspension 

of martial law; 14 January 1983] 


[Text] Based on article 6 law 2 and 3 of 18 December 1982 concerning details 
of legal regulation during the suspension of martial law (DZIENSIK USTAW No 41, 
item 273) the following has been decreed: 

















1. Im the event of a legally binding court-pronounced or peer-group committee 
for misdeeds issued punishment of an academic instructor or a student guilty 
of the deeds defined in articles 46, 48 and 56 of law 1 issued on the 

12 December 1981 in the decree on martial law (DZIENNIK USTAW 1981, No 29, 
item 154 and 1982 No 3, item 18) which take place outside the facilities of 
an institution of higher learning, or those guilty of participaticn in a 
Strike, protest activities or of assembling or an order and peace disruptive 
action conducted against the decree of the law within the facilities of the 
said institution, the school rector shall accordingly: 


1) dissolve work agreement with the employee without a notice on the 
employee's fault, 


2) present a motion to the hiring organ to dissolve work agreement, 
3) strike the student off the enrollment list. 


2.1. The dissolution of work relationship or the removal from the enrollment 
list mentioned in 1, occurs after a fact-finding proceeding. 


2. The fact-finding proceedings ought to be completed within 7 days from 
when they were ordered by the rector. 


3. The fact-finding proceeding cannot be completed without hearing the 
person concerned. 


3. An academic instructor whose work relationship has been terminated, or 
a student removed from the enrollment list may appeal to the minister super- 
vising his institution. The appeal should be brought before the minister 


within 14 days. 


4. The matters which are not regulated in this ordinance and the higher 
education employees who are not academic instructors are to be treated under 
the rules of the ordinance issued by the Minister of Work, Remuneration and 
Secial Matters on 29 December 1982 concerning the detail principles and 
methods of processing some employee problems during suspension of martial 
law (DZIENNIK USTAW, No 45, item 303). 


5. This ordinance becomes effective on the day of its declaration. 


Minister cf Science, Higher Education and Technology: B Miskiewicz. 
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ROMANIA 


NEED TO COMBAT ‘NEGATIVE, RETROGRADE MENTALITIES' 
Bucharest INFORMATIA BUCURESTIULUI in Romanian 14 Mar 83 pp l, 2 


{Interview with Prof. Dr. Petru Panzaru, "Stefan Gheorghiu" Academy, by Leonard Ga- 
vriliu; date and place not given] 


[Text] [Question] Every major document of our party points out the need to combat 
all that is a man’festation of the old in people's mind. In his ample and compact 
report to the National Party Conference Nicolae Ceausescu again stressed that 'we must 
firmly combat and expose 41ll retrograde, mystic mentalities, wage a keen struggle 
against bourgeois influences in the minds and lives of people." It is a need whose 
successful fulfillmem-_ involves, as you correctly wrote in one of your surveys, in- 


geniosity and initiative.... 


[Answer] Correctly, ingeniosity and initiative, but also something more: profound 
knowledge of the psychosociological laws that are characteristic of the phenomena 
which we wish to impact, because, just as medicine, for instance, would not be able 
to successfully fight diseases without studying all the aspects of pathogenic germs, 
or without studying anatomy, physiology and pliysiopathology, semiology, pharmaco- 
logy and the like, so we cannot obtain positive results in the area of formation 
and development of socialist awareness, in eradication of the retrograde mentality, 
without scientifically studying the object which we want to master, whose evolution 
we want to incorporate into the specific contex of the socialist revolution. Other- 
wise, there can be no actual qualitative upgrading of ideological and political- 
educational work, successful application of the educational program of the party, in- 
fusion of the system of socialist values into the minds of people's masses. 


[Question] What are the central issues that are confronting us in the edification 
of the new man? 


[Answer] They involve either the remnants of the past, the old individualistic and 
privatist and mystical-religious mentalities, or current influences of the bourgeois 
outlook on’ the world and life, infiltrated on various channels of Western prcpagan- 
da, with the aim of hampering the revolutionary process, the process of construc- 
tion and consolidation of the new society. As for the agencies of bourgeois propa- 
ganda, in their corrupt attempt to malign the realities of the socialist society, 
they are banking precisely on tracking down and exaggerating the effects of the 
remnants of the past, of that dark "legacy" from capitalism which still gives us 
trouble. We know full well which positions, condemned by history, are upheld by 








this propagam'a acting as the judge of a society where there no longer is unemploy- 
ment, OF an exvironment propitious for stupefying the masses through all kinds of 
religious sects and drugs or equally paralyzing mass media, or the freedom to fire 
the gun or the telescope rifle at anyone, or the illusionist “democracy” game, from 
which the wealthy dasses, the millionaires and billionaires invariably gain. There 
fore, the lackeys of these agencies are not the ones qualified to lecture us on what 
is good and what is wrong. Of course, absolutely contraindicated are ignorance or 
disconsideration of these “opponents,” who are equally tenacious and perfidious. The 
causes of the persistence of the old in the =ind are still numerous. Some elements 
of the social and individual mind still are putting up resistance to change, which 
areall the more keen because they are treated by educational methods that are un- 
scientific inappropriate for the phenomena involved. The area of these elements in- 
cludes some customs, mentalities, all kinds of superstitions and the like. Moreover, 
among customs we notice some that have a humanist, positive nature, but also some 
that have a negative, conservative, retrograde nature. In simplifying things, I would 
say that the positive ones include the tradition of industriousness, of work well 
done, of respect for fellowmen, for old people, elementary common sense, to say 
nothing of patriotism as a deeply rooted sentiment and attitude in the Romanian 
people, and also of our steady inclination for co-existing and cooperation in har- 
mony with co-existing nationalities. However, there is a number of other, negative 
customs and mentalities, strongly imprinted by the old society based on private 
ownership and exploitation of man by man. Primarily it is a matter of avOjdance of 
productive work, of embezzlement of public assets, of truancy, of anachistic spirit. 


Still existing today, and in some even in fairly evident forms, are privatist, ac- 
cumulative mentalities, that greed which leads to hoarding goods above the needs of 
a civilized, rational living, the temdency to consume more than what is produced. 
Added to this, inter alia, are mystical mentalities, some of them extremely virulent, 
propagated by sects, which actually take the individual away from his normal activi- 
ties and duties, giving the person all kinds of illusions, malforming instead of 


forming hin. 


[Question] In your opinion, what is the best method for combating these mentalities 
which are anachronistic in relation to socialisa? 


[Answer] The battle to eradicate such negative phenomena from people's minds is 
extremely tough and should by no meams be conducted in the style of campaigns, that 
is intermittently or with unrealistic datelines. Action must be permanent and sys- 
tematic, with maximus intensity, alomg the broadest possible front, that should in- 
clude the family, the school, the party, mass and civic organizations, in a2 per- 
fectly concerted effort and based on psychosociological methods of persuasion and 
influencing. Repeating myself in this respect, I would say that the most difficult 
task is allotted the families of commumists, that must fully responsibly exercise 
their pedagogical function of cells for fostering and especially consistently fol- 
lowing and applying in everyday life the principles and standards of socialist 
ethics and equity, the requirements of a community life according to the ideals 
that inspire us. Let us remember that in this area, that of molding the new man, 
most convincing and efficient has prowed the “silent” pedagogy of personal example, 
the one that does not allow any discrepancy between the principles set forth and 
conduct. Young people, especially, naturally tend to apply not theoretical models 
but practical models, not what educators say but, primarily, what they do. In this 














respect, special attention must be paid to cultivating the feeling of co-owner of 
the means of production, the sense of collective and individual responsibility for 
the best possible management and utilization of these means, in the spirit of the 
lofty directives for switching to a new quality in all the areas of activity, voiced 
with revolutionary pathos by the secretary general of our party. 


[Question] Some, for the purpose of justifying their deficiencies in political- 
educational work and poor results, invoke the thesis of the inevitable falling 
behind of awareness in relation to existence.... 


[Answer] Far from confirming such lags as inevitabilities, life, on the contrary, 
attests the fact that the mind has an essentially active, anticipatory function. The 
emphasis needs to be placed on the effort for the revolutionary resolution of the 
contradiction between the new social existence, which is consistently socialist, and 
elements of the old social awareness, which is anachronistic. Stated Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu at the enlarged plenary session of the CC of the RCP, held on 1-2 June, 1982: 
“One may assert that the material base of our socialist society has gone farther, 
has developed more amply than social awareness, than theoretical, ideological, poli- 
tical and educational activity. Undoubtedly, this has certain negative effects and 
we must work to obtain a fuller concordance between the two facets of social deve- 
lopment. Let us transform theoretical, ideological, political-educational activity 
into a force that generates the continuous progress of the productive forces, the 
upgrading of the social structure and relationships." These are the very guidelines 
of the program for the development and strengthening of the awareness of the new 
man, in whose exemplary realization we are in duty bound to involve ourselves with 
all our potential and energy. 
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ROMANTA 


CONTEMPORARY VALUE OF MARXISM STRESSED 
Bucharest ERA SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 5, 10 Mar 83 pp 1-5 


[Article by Ion Mitran and Petru Pansaru: "Marx and the Timeliness and Vitality 
of Revolutionary Theory and Practice"/ 


[Text] As Nicolae Ceausescu said, "The founders of scientific socialism were 
revolutionary thinkers, not prophets who would predict an imaginary future and 
set immtable precepts valid for any stage of development. They developed a 
umiform revolutionary conception of the world and of communism based upon dia- 
lectical-materialist analysis of economic and social development. They often 
pointed out that this revolutionary conception is not completed but, on the con- 
trary, is only a starting point to be further developed and perfected on the ba- 
sis of new socioeconomic facte and new advances of science and human knowledge.” 





A century after Karl Marx' death and 165 years after his birth, the truth is 
forcefully brought home that like all great thinkers and originators of social 
reform movements, his works and personality have been esteemed for their excep- 
tional value but also bitterly contested during his lifetime and after it. Stu- 
died to be interpreted and applied under the most varied historical conditions, 
the Marxist theory took lasting roote in social thought and action and was at 
the same time distorted and attacked. In their successive attempte the official 
and unofficial bourgeois ideologists often thought Marxism was "annihilated," 
only to find equally often that the theory of scientific socialism in union with 
the workers movement became increasingly powerful, influential and viable with 
practical application and by virtue of ite capacity for enrichment in keeping 
with social-historical development. 


The Source of Marxism's Permanence and Influence 


Concerning the historical fate of Marx’ theory, nothing is more conclusive than 
the picture (contradictory and complicated to be sure, but very telling) of 

a world that relates almost in ite entirety to socialism, that is to the trea- 
sury of Marxist ideas. An object and subject of immediate socialaction or of 
theoretical disputes, an ideal to be accomplished or a prospect viewed with con- 
fidence or with doubt and sometimes even with alarm, the order Marx proposed ov- 
er a century ago, the socialist order, has gone down in history, asserted itself 
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as an irreversible fact, and lent a new purpose to the lives of more than a bil- 
lion people in the world. Once a mere utopia, socialism was made scientific by 
Marx' and Engels’ works and became a living, diversified and dynamic reality un- 
dergoing constant self-improvement and concentrating the efforts of many peoples 
and nations. As a new kind of social existence and relationship between society 
and nature and between man and man, socialism will become the cradle of 2Zist cen- 
tury civilization after overcoming many difficulties and undergoing a succession 
of revolutionary changes. That expresses, "condensed" ir a few words, the histo- 
ric destiny of Marx’ works and his philosophical, economic, political, histori- 
cal and sociological thought, which has not remained between the covers of books 
or on library shelves but has entered vigorously and permanently into the social 
movement and lent revolutionary action a direction and a profoundly humanistic 


goal. 


The solid theoretical foundation of dialectical and historical-materialist 
thought and its realism explain why Karl Marx’ works and personality could not 
be thrust into the shadows of oblivion in the course of more than a century of 
social, ideological and political history. The scientific and militant spirit 
of Marxist thought is critical and revolutionary by nature and has nothing in 
common with an iconography or any "religion" of ideas. The facts contradict as- 
sertions like those of the thinkers and ideoclogists who deliberately and malici- 
ously distort Marxism as a method of “transforming socialism into a science, the 
science into a dogma, and the dogma into a religion." But Marx warned of the 
pitfalls of speculative intellectualism, which he decried as Philistinism. In 
the first place, Marx advanced very clear ideas about the mission of social 
thought, in the sense of theory, regarding advanced ideas as an intellectual 
instrument of social progress. In the second place, as a founder of the politi- 
cal party of the working class and completely devoted to its movement, Marx con- 
sistently applied to his own works the postulates of dialectical materialism, . 
which as he says in "German Ideology” "always stay on the real ground of histo- 
ry" and "do not explain experience by ideas but explain the formation of the 
ideas by material experience," since social action and revolution are in fact 
"the motive force of history." Marx worked very long in a library and in an of- 
fice but he was never an office man. Engels said, "For Marx science was a mo- 
tive force from the historical point of view, a revolutionary force... For Marx 
was a revolutionary before anything else. It was Marx’ true calling to play 
some part in the overthrow of capitalist society and the state institutions it 
created, to participate in the emancipation of the modern proletariat, which he 
made aware of its situation and necessities for the first time, and to be con- 
scious of the prerequisites for its emancipation.” 





The author of such profound and subtle theoretical analyses with which he con- 
structed deathless scientific works such as “Capital,” Marx and his lifelong 
friend Engels always thirsted for the living facts of actual social-historical 
reality upon which they based all their fundamental works from "German Ideology” 
and "The Poverty of Philosophy" to "The Manifesto of the Communist Party," from 
"The 18 Brumaire of Louis Bonaparte® to "Fundamentals of the Critique of Politi- 
cal Economy," from "Class Struggles in France" to "Critique of the Gotha Pro- 


gram" etc, 


He not only perceived but also proved by his entire work that abstract concepts, 
categories and ideas divorced from actual history or considered in themselves 











are worthless and provide no formula or pattern to which the historical periods 
can be adjusted. Because of their idea content, their value as a model of theo- 
retical and philosophical analysis of some compiex and dynamic social realities 
of their period, and their progressive spirit lent by revolutionary enthusiasm 
for some profound convictions and truths that they rationally formulate, the 
works of Marx and Engels are recosmended for direct anc contimuing study. But 
to know Marx and to master his revolutionary theory and methodology does not 
mean to tot up his ideas like a schoolboy, considering them imumtable and univer- 
sally valid. To refer to Mayx does not mean to recapitulate and reproduce his 
ideas but to compare then with the facts of contemporary life, to abandon histo- 
rically outmoded ideas and views, and to enrich the revolutionary theory by ge- 


neralising revolutionary experience. 


And so it is in the spirit of Marx’ conception and legacy that we say that the 
needed critical review, in the interest of social progress, of some ideas, prin- 
ciples and theories that no longer agree with the new in social experience will 
lead the researcher in the socioeconomic and political sciences to new conclusi- 
ons which, to be sure, are not final either. The true analytical spirit, pro- 
ceeding from general ideas and principles and their agreement with social exper- 
ience, always gives rise to new value judgments and logically produces new theo- 
retical hypotheses just as it naturally refutes others that have become inopera- 
tive in social thought and experience. The critical and controlling importance 
of experience in stimlating theoretical thought, however, should not lead to 
making a fetish of it and evaluating it statically. In Marx' view experience 
was never identified with the narrow pragnatiem devoid of historical perspective 
that he scathingly satirized. 


It goes without saying that the necessity of renovating and enriching the revo- 
lutionary theory is an urgent and vital requirement today due to the unprecedent- 
ed complexity of the realities of the contemporary world and the acute new pro- 
blens presented by the last two decades of the 20th century and man's entry into 
the third millennium. As a method of analyzing society, the Marxist conception 
is characterized by its aspiration and capacity to examine the present reality 
critically and to keep investigating and anticipating the future by constant re- 
ceptiveness to the new and advanced. There is no question that critical exami- 
nation of reality warns against the temptation to "shape" it according to pre- 
conceived a priori theories, a method foreign to the objective, analytical spi- 
rit of the dialectical-materialist conception, which can have nothing in common 
with the theory based on passive explanation giving rise to convenient apologe- 
tic and entrancing positions that would lead to theoretical triumphalism and not 
just theoretical alone. The true Marxist theory has always refrained fram seek- 
ing explanations in new social processes, whether they are positive or negative, 
from the standpoint of ideas and concepta in themselves. It has always advoca- 
ted frank analysis of the facts and critical detachment from what is old and 
outmoded by experience. Reference to social experience is accordingly a particu- 
larly fertile method because it is based on the prospective function of crea- 
tive thought and on objective judgnent and evaluation of the revolutionary chan- 
ges and reforms in society. 


The appeal to this method is the greatest and most direct tribute paid to Marx 
and Marxism in this year when recall of the personality of the founder of the 
theory of scientific socialiam can be nothing but a statement of the living, 
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eternal character of the theory. In other words, Marx, his comprehensive works 
(economic, sociological, philosophical, political, historical etc.), and the the- 
oretical and ideological legacy he left must be approached with a Marxist atti- 
tude. This means theoretical and scientific analysis must always be addressed 
to the comlex of contemporary social facts and it must interpret their meanings, 
evolutionary trends and contradictions. Marxist theory and methodology (histo- 
rical-materialist dialectics) permit clear, complete and accurate investigation 
of the current internal and international living realities and suggest enrich- 
ment and creative application of the fundamental principles on the basis of the 
requirements and factors for the progress of our period, the varied sociocecono- 
mic, political, scientific-technical and cultural conditions, and the new pro- 
blems that face humanity today and will face it in the foreseeable future. 





As Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out, the characteristic feature of Marx’ concepti- 
on and the source of its permanence and power to influence real social-human ac- 
tivity on a worldwide scale have been and still are "the constant refreshment of 
its nature from the wellspring of universal thought and knowledge, from the ad- 
vances of all sciences, and from the inexhaustible and constantly growing soci- 
al experience of human society. This requires the greatest receptiveness to all 
that is new and progressive in the world, correlation of the fruits of all know- 
ledge, and discovery of the answers to the problems with which experience con- 
stantly confronts people and which the future evolution of society presents. 
That is the only way the working class philosophy will be able to follow Marx’ 
directive not to confine itself to explaining the world but to help to change 
it.” 


Explaining the World Theoretically to Change It Practically 


The historic destiny of all Marxist works is basically a social-political one by 
the nature of the works themselves and their backgrounds and purpose, for Marx' 
theoretical analysis, criticism and construction in the fields of philosophy, po- 
litical economics, history and sociology in the "Economic-Philosophical Mam- 
scripts of 18," have clearly political motivations and purposes that would be 
more and more clearly and fully formulated and demonstrated in all the works ac- 
cumulated and enriched for more than four decades. From the moment when their 
theoretical analysis led Marx and Engels to discover the objectively determined 
historic mission of the industrial proletariat and working class, they worked 
out the direction, the "compass,® of their theoretical, philosophical, scienti- 
fic and political life's work, namely to scientifically substantiate the princi- 
ples and strategy of the struggle of the working class, armed with the revoluti- 
onary theory under the leadership of the commnist avantgarde, to overthrow the 
bourgeoisie and begin socialist and communist construction. 


The essence of one of Marx’ fundamental principles, formulated on the basis of 
scientific analysis of capitalist society, lies in the idea that a social struc- 
ture based upon private ownership of the production means and upon the law of 
maximums profit acquired by a minimal social group conflicts with the increasing- 
ly social character of the productive forces (a character accentuated by modern 
technologies) and is devoid of historical stability and prospects being, on the 
contrary, doomed to inevitable destruction. As we know the main scientific and 
political conclusion in "Capital* was formulated in that way: °Centralization 
of the production means and socialization of labor reach a point at which they 


2, 








become incompatible with their capitalist cover, and the latter is smashed. The 
last hour of private capitalist owership has struck. The expropriators are be- 
ing expropriated." The bourgeoisie is historically condemned to death, but it 
does not disappear automatically and has to be driven from power by the united 
Class struggle of the proletariat and its allies, a struggle organized and led 
by a purposeful avantgarde, the communist party armed with the theory of scien- 
tific socialism and capable of historical initiative and original political cre- 
ation in every country and in every stage of social development. “And so from 
the practicai point of view the communists are the most important part of the 
workers parties in all countries, the part that constantly forges ahead. From 
the theoretical point of view, compared with the rest of the proletarian mass 
they have the superior intelligence to clearly understand the general conditions, 
progress and results of the proletarian movement" and its aims, which were "the 
overthrow of bourgeois domination and the seizure of political power by the pro- 
letariat." when it comes to power, "The proletariat will use its political rule 
to remove all capital from the bourgeoisie step by step in order to centralize 
all the tools of production in the hands of the state, that is in the hands of 
the proletariat organized as a ruling class, and enlarge the volume of the pro- 
ductive forces as rapidly as possible,* as Marx and kmgels wrote. 


It actually required theoretical boldness, clairvoyant power and vision based on 
detailed scientific and historical analyses to postulate the inevitable replace- 
ment of the capitalist social system (in full expansion then and apparently in- 
stalled forever) with a new one, the socialist system, whose collective author 
would be the working class and its allies, and its architect the Communist Party. 


As a true dialectician and revolutionary, however, Marx envisaged the whole and 
especially the socioeconomic and political processes in a historical connection 
and evolution, and he detected beneath the appearances of a stable and harmoni- 
ous society the objective structure of the antagonistic contradictions that were 
eroding the system. With amazing perspicacity, he "saw" practically and subdstan- 
tiated theoretically the idea of the motive forces that would radically change 
the profoundly inequitable economic, social and political relations of capital- 
ism. “Produced” by capitalism itself, the working class was becoming the moral 
and intellectual mover and the physical achiever of the revolutionary reforms. 
For the very reason that it was based on the facts of the social relations view- 
ed in dialectical connection and regular objective evolution and was deliberate- 
ly conceived as a political instrument of revolutionary action of the working 
class, Marx' unified economic, philosophical, sociological and historical the- 
ory has succeeded in performing its function of rationally and truthfully ex- 
plaining society and the human condition to spur their radical reform in the 
light of a true, noble and realistic humanist ideal. 


Whereas revolution itself in its diversity is a general law of man's development, 
the specific-historical conditions always subject to revolutionary action are 
the area of its manifestation. These conditions, as they are in our time, have 
in no way "altered" so as to justify in any way the assertions that "The revolu- 
tion Marx talked about is behind us... for social progress is possible from now 
on without a political revolution,® as Raymond Aron wrote. And what is essenti- 
al and distinctive in Marx' analytical and prospective thousht, that is the in- 
evitable necessity and real possibility of the generalized victory of the soci- 
alist revolution and the construction of a new kind of civilization, has been 
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confirmed by social experience in our century with a great diversity and variety 
of specific-historical forms and national characteristics. Integrated by de- 
cades of world history, socialism expresses "the worldwide changes in human so- 
clety, the result of many people's start on the path of the new order, revoluti- 
onary reform of production relations, and implementation of the socialist princi- 
ples of distribution and of coexistence among people and nations,” as it says in 
the RCP Program. 


Under the influence of a number of anti-imperialist revolutions for social and 
national emancipation and the impetus of the radical worldwide scientific-tech- 
nical revolution, in the last few decades human society has been undergoing ex- 
tensive socioeconomic reforms and changes in the structure of the productive 
forces, in the nature of production relations, and in intellectuality. Under 
these circumstances, to describe the new course of history as completely and 
differentially as possible, to interpret the qualitative changes in human exis- 
tence and awareness in the context of the historic competition between capital- 
ism and socialism is to reflect the evolution of some unprecedented socioecono- 
mic, political, technical-scientific, ideological and cultural processes and to 
examine progress in creating the new order in terms of the actual data and ex- 
perience. To this end, analysis of socialism as a basic social-historical fact 
can demonstrate the historicity of social progress and the continuity of the re- 
volutionary process of developing the socialist unit and bring out the action 
of the general laws operating under very diverse particular conditions from 
country to country and stage to stage. As Nicolae Ceausescu pointed out at the 
Expanded Plenum of the RCP Central Committee in June 1982, "Socialist construc- 
tion must be based on both the general laws and the economic, social, historical 
and national realities of every people and every country. Any disregard of the 
general socialist laws and principles may seriously damage or even imperil soci- 
alist construction, but disregard of the realities and application of methods or 
stereotypes that do not allow for those realities may also cause great difficul- 


ties." 


The RCP and its secretary general proceed from the principle of exhaustive study 
of the social processes and their effect on the planned objective, of course con- 
sidering the corrections based on experience absolutely necessary to better de- 
termine the effect of the new and constantly changing social reality on the poli- 
cy to be followed. The theory of scientific socialism and the philosophy of so- 
cial changes are viable if they are based on the premise that careful study and 
satisfaction of the requirements of the laws of social development and critical 
analysis of the facts are levers to prevent or eliminate the bad effects of the 
old and to secure the victory of the new, since it is always necessary to uner- 
stand and judge the importance of the particular correctly by constantly consid- 
ering the specific circumstances, without which any general truth or principle 
would be an inoperative abstraction. 


The dialectical-materialist conception of the mechanism of social progress brings 
out some characteristic features of construction and developn:nt of socialist so- 
ciety, namely the ability of the subjective factors and the pa ty of the working 
class to determine the objective laws of progress and act accoi tingly, fornulat- 
ing the strategic objectives of the new order's development in very stage, and 
the necessity of constant evaluation of the dialectical relationship between 
past accomplishments and present objectives and between the latter and the soci- 


al-historical prospects. 








The experience acquired in socialist construction on the national and internati- 
onal levels bears out some theoretical and practical premises and the dynarics 
of some criteria and values that always apply to the whole dialectical process 
of socialist construction and revolution. For instance, in surmarizing the ra- 
dical economic, social, political and moral changes occurring in various coun 
tries and stages, the essential distinctive features of the socialist reality as 
a whole are to be indicated, such as a new social order or system. Social man- 
agement is the expression of the power of the working class in alliance with the 
other classes of workers. The functions of socialist democracy develop with ex- 
ploitation of the experience, initiative and will of the people. The socialist 
economy is based on social ownership anc is developed in a planned fashion. The 
new social status of the workers as collective owers of the production means 
and as producers and direct beneficiaries of the national income gives rise to 
cooperative relations based on social justice and equity and the principle of 
distribution according to work. The party of the working class takes the lead 
in society's political activity while the socialist state, through which the new 
order is developed, gradually evolves toward the society of self-managemert. 
Accordingly the disappearance of the exploiting classes, formation of a new so- 
cial structure based on friendly social classes, and the trend toward social le- 
veling based on fundamental interests in common are new qualitative elements on 
the historical level. 


Because of its social-humane nature, the new order entails not only radical eco- 
nomic and political changes and a profound change in the old social and produc- 
tion relations, but also the overall progress of the new society, progress in 
material and intellectual life and in development of socialist awareness and the 
human personality according to humanistic-revolutionary values and criteria. 


As we know, in anticipating some of the consequences of the revolution accom 
plished by the working class' acquisition of political power Marx foresaw that 
socialism as a continually active and evolving society would take a realistic, 
scientific attitude toward the process of its progressive and growing reproduc- 
tion. Therefore Marx' conclusion about dialectics, that positive understanding 
of the existing reality must also include understanding of the denial of this re- 
ality and its necessary evolution, is vitally urgent for contemporary revoluti- 
onary thought, since any social process is examined in a state of change or view- 
ed in its progress toward new and higher forms. This requirement is particular- 
ly warranted and obvious because in socialist society, as various good and bad 
developments in the process of building it lave demonstrated, the social contra- 
dictions that are not discovered in time and not resolved by the right means at 
the best time may evolve toward a state of opposition and conflict. We are not 
discussing the causes and origins of the contradictions here. As we imnow, 
against the general background of overall harmony between the production relati- 
ons and the nature of the productive forces and between base and superstucture, 
the socialist unit develops by overcoming in a purvoseful and "controlled" fa- 
shion the various contradictions that are inevitable as expressions of the odjec- 
tive dialectical laws. But the contradictions and difficulties of a given mo- 
ment in socialist construction cannot be identified with its essential nature, 

as is dine by some authors and sometimes even by some Marxists and commnisis 
who have adhered to an obsolete picture or formulas and ideas outmoded by exper- 


ience. 
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By its accomplishments but also by the new and rational way it is overcoming its 
own contradictions and difficulties and by its ability to set aside all that is 
old and no longer suitable, socialism is making a qualitative leap in history. 
The rate of the new order's progress is largely due to "discovery" of the harmo- 
nious objective-subjective relationship and direct and constant application of 
the ability to see the degree of dependence between the social desideratum (as- 
piration) and reality, which ability must be manifested in the strategy for all- 
around socioeconomic development. Scheduling of the new order's progress is ac- 
cordingly based on theoretical investigation and substantiation of the best al- 
ternative, socially and humanely justified from the standpoint of communist con- 
struction. Of course if this requirement, this possibility characteristic of 
socialism were disregarded, the rate of its progress could be retarded or arti- 
fically hastened, both alternatives having bad social effects sooner or later. 
By considering just such possibilities the working class party can take steps to 
discover the real reserves society has and make the best use of them, so that 
practical confirmation of the new order's superiority will mean confirmation of 
its humanistic mission. 


The dialectics of socialist development convey the truth that no social-politi- 
cal system, including the socialist one, can be created all at once according to 
any universally applicable formula. Passing through particular stages and states 
drought about by specific conditions, socialist society is constantly improving. 
In this connection, the RCP's conception of building the fully developed social- 
ist society includes the fact that socialism has radically resolved, in the mas- 
ses' interest, a number of vital problems of the vast majority of the population 
while at the same time, due to some objective but also subjective reasons, the 
new order has to cope with some problems that have not been entirely solved or 
whose solution depends on overcoming the legacy of the past, especially in con- 
nection with the technical-material base of society but also with the attitudes 
of the past. 


Historical-materialist dialectics, the theory of development in its fullest and 
richest form and free of bias, is still the living soul and the explanation of 
scientific socialism's ability to avoid or overcome the paralysis of routine 
dogmatism and to keep enriching its theory and perfecting its methodology in ore 
der to provide scientific explanations of quite new phenomena and practical so- 
lutions to some of the most complicated social and political problems. Of course 
if these possibilities and values of Marxist thought are to be utilized, there 
must be a constant scientific and creative attitude toward the principles and 
solutions once formulated by the classics, following the spirit and not the let- 
ter of their works and investigating, studying and evaluating the characterist- 
ics of the contemporary period, the new socioeconomic and political phenomena, 
and the particular specific-historical contradictions whose solutions require 
original formulas, strategies and tactics. As the party secretary general 
pointed out, "The founders of scientific socialism were revolutionary thinkers, 
not prophets who would predict an imaginary future and set immtable precepts 
valid for any developmental stage. They developed a uniform revolutionary con- 
ception of the world and of communism based upon dialectical-materialist analy- 
sis of economic and social development. They often pointed out that this revo- 
lutionary conception is not complete but, on the contrary, is only a starting 
point to be further developed and perfected on the basis of new socioeconomic 
facts and new advances of science and human knowledge.” 





For the dialectical and historical-materialist philosophy and the policy based 
upon it (as confirmed by its authors themselves), nothing is given once and for 
all and nothing is absolutely sacrosanct. It sees the transitory nature of all 
things, and in ite eyes there is noting but the continuous process of endless 
rise from a lower to a higher level. It is naught itself but the reflection of 
this process in the thinking brain. Engels wrote, "Any system of knowledge of 
nature and history that is all-inclusive and completed once and for all conflicts 
with the fundamental laws of dialectical thought." 


To explain dialectically the phenomena of the world in the midst of which you 
live and to foresee the inevitable evolutions and involutions in order to take 
effective and efficient action to promote all that is new in full accord with 
the laws of historic progress, that is the essential postulate and the leaven of 
the Marxist conception and the secret of ite youth and its living, massive, sig- 
nificant and influential presence in the social-political, ideological, scienti- 


fic and cultural activity of the contemporary period. 
Constructive Power of the Creative Spirit 


Effective contribution to the enrichment of the Marxist theory through generali- 
zation of the social realities and integration and application of recent scienti- 
fic advances and social experience is the concentrated expression of loyalty to 
the spirit of that theory and the chief requirement for its practical political 
effectiveness. As Nicolae Ceausescu says, "To be a real Marxist-Leninist is to 
be a bold and tested explorer of the new path opened to mankind by socialism and 
communism, a bold visionary of tomorrow proceeding from the realities and urgent 
requirements of today and from the theoretically generalized conclusions from 

the experience of yesterday and today." 


By initiating, organizing and leading the revolutionary task of liquidating the 
capitalist system and ite sad legacy in all social activities, the task of ouil- 
ding socialism, the RCP has proved a bold and tested explorer capable of crea- 
tively applying the principles of scientific socialism to Romania's particular 
conditions and contributing to enrichment of revolutionary theory and practice, 
to the greater power and international influence of socialist ideas, and to the 
cause of friendly collaboration among peoples and nations on behsai® of peace and 
social progress. 


Romania's present stage, its rates of socioeconomic, scientific and cultural de- 
velopment, and ite consistent pursuit of fully developed socialism as the main 
strategic objective of the present stage are inseparable from the innovations 
developed and implemented since the 12th Party Congress especially and from its 
clear, realistic and profoundly popular domestic and foreign policy crystallized 
in the RCP Program and in the documente of the 12th Party Congress and the Nati- 
onal Party Conference in 1982, 


In the spirit of the dialectical view of the internal and international social 
processes, the RCP regularly analyzes the new phenomena and processes, displays 
a revolutionary, critical and self-critical attitude toward the results of buil- 
ding the new society, and applies measures to improve the scientific planning 
and management of socioeconomic and political activity, to overcome the contra- 
dictions that arise, to eradicate the old and to promote the new in social exis- 
tence and awareness and the triumph of the principles of socialist ethics and 


justice. : 
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On the practical as well as the theoretical level the R@ proceeds from the con- 
sideration that no particular form of socialist construction or designation of 
a given stage can be considered absolute. Actual experience and the revolution- 
ary process always prove more comprehensive and richer in determinations than 
the theoretical concepts or ideas that express them, so that it is clear that 
any form of socialist construction that is effective in any country and neets 
the historical needs is contributing its share to the treasury of revolutiomry 
theory. In fact critical analysis that is receptive to national as well as in- 
ternational social experience leads to indeological development according as 
practical national and international social experience broadens. Specially es- 
phasizsing for this purpose analysis and evaluation of tix: new values of economic, 
social, political and huaan development and of scientific advances, elinination 
of the old and backward elements, and rational opposition to adverse theories, 
the RCP participates actively and aggressively in the exchange of ideas in the 
contemporary world in connection with enrichment of the revolutionary theory and 
with diversification of the paths of social progress. 


Such analysis of the phenomena and changes in Romanian socialist society and in 
the contemporary world permitted the innovating approach of the RC and Nicolae 
Ceausescu to some major theoretical and practical problems. Such important sub- 
jects as the dialectics of the relationship of the general to the particular and 
the objective to the subjective in society, construction and development of the 
technical-material base of the new order, the nature of Romania's social and 
Class structure, amplification of socialist democracy, replacement of the con- 
cept of dictatorship of the proletariat with that of workers democracy or the 
workers democratic state, functions of the nation in the present stage and salu 
tion of the minorities problem in Romania, origin and mechanism of contradicti- 
ons in socialism, dynamics and complexity of formation of advanced awareness, 
the characteristic contemporary socioeconomic processes,and requirements for ap- 
plication of new principles in international relations are major contributions 
to theoretical generalization of social experience. 


Receptiveness to facts and their evaluation in the revolutionary spirit, on the 
principle that it is every party's right to characterize the socialism it is 
building in one way or another, are characteristics of the RCP's stand on theo- 
retical activity and analysis of practical experience. This conception origi- 
nates in the very complexity of the realities of the world of today, which pre- 
sent the picture of radical and dynamic changes under the influence and impact 
of the socialist system. Constant theoretical-ideological "comnection® to these 
changes is particularly necessary because realistic value judguents on man's de- 
velopment and the revolutionary process taken together or according to geographic 
regions cannot be substantiated by speculation and chance hypotheses, that is 
by prejudices or theories based on hasty, subjective generalizations as we still 
find in many contemporary confrontations of ideas. It is true that some, like 
the ideologiste of the old society, resort to such procedures to support theo- 
ries that distort the processes of human development ami try to discredit the 
revolutionary viewpoint and minimize the gains of socialism. Directly celebra- 
ting capitalism, or in more "modern® style, propagating the “convergence” of the 
two systems in a so-called "new social synthesis,* approaches of this kind are 
far from opening up a rational, optimistic social perspective, as they are 
thought to do by the French political scientist Edgar Morin who, from anticomm- 
nist positions, takes up in his work "To Emerge from the 20th Century,” among 











other things, the theory of the so-called dislocations, reforms and cures of 
Marxism, which remains “blind and deaf" to the tensions of the realities. From 
the same position the American Norman Podhoretz, the author of an article signi- 
ficantly entitled "The New Defenders of Capitalism” and himself the one who 
shifted from a radical political persuasion to a neoconservative one, summarizes 
and systematizes “the overall strategy” of anticommnism, proceeding from pre- 
sentation of former leftist thinkers who openly defend capitalism tc discussion 
from a neoconservative viewpoint of the relationship between democracy, liberty 
and equality, and from disparaging the countries building socialism to present- 
ing capitalism as "the solution that represents the least evil." 


The resumption by bourgeois propaganda of the leitmotif of the "crisis" of Marx- 
ism and socialism serves the purpose of counteracting the aspiration to revolu- 
tionary social and political changes. But despite the distortions of "Marxolo- 
gists® of the most diverse orientations, Marxism remains a living presence by 
virtue of its open and creative spirit and its methodology of dialectical inter- 
pretation of society. That presence is especially troubling and irritating to 
the apologists of capitalism because more and more Western scholars are pointing 
out that Marxist philosophy is among the most fertile and that it cannot be "mar-~ 
ginalized® but, on the contrary, it is a major reference point for the efforts 
to understand and transform the contemporary world. 


Viable answers to the problem of the social future naturally require rejection 
of prejudices, because “poverty of thought and wealth of political illusions” 
lead only deceptions and deceptive theories. Of course it is one thing to criti- 
cize the past or the solutions of the present rationally, as Marxism and scien- 
tific socialism have been doing, and another thing to criticize,en bloc and ac- 
cording to predetermined patterns,the results obtained in socialist construction. 
As we know, the principles and ideas stemming from harmony with the objective 
trends of social development always prove their value and truly revolutionary 
character. But fear of the prospect of revolutionary social changes, common to 
many of the authors who see in socialism and its ideology “anything” but what 
they actually are, causes some of them to project the processes of man's devel- 
opment outside of their social and political influence. To this end a future 
“programmed society” is proposed in theoretical works in Western countries, and 
the effort is made to accredit the theory of “diszolution of the social con- 
flicte® and the “entry into a crisis" of both the vaiues constituting the ideolo- 
gy and practice of the workers movement and the Marxist categories of "class," 
“taking power," "state" etc. The inconsistency of the system of thought or the 
ideological conception represented or propagated by such theories results from 
the many confused solutions or general-abstract pleas for multiplication of so- 
called “emotional human communities" regarded as socially amorphous entities 
“immne* to the revolutionary and socialist ideology. 


Now the historical-materialist conception of human civilization bears out the 
truth that in the world of today social progress is not even and always rising 
but meets with obstacles and moments of great difficulty, but nevertheless the 
main direction of social evolution is toward structures based on justice, equi- 
ty, social freedom and national independence, factors for progress that antici- 
pate the peoples’ revolutionary advance toward socialism. 


The RCP examines the new order not from the positions of a triumphalist inter- 
pretation of the processes going on in socialist society, but as a living 
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organism that is developing, constantly presenting problems to be solved, and 
also encountering difficulties, some of which are due to its historical novelty 
and the reality of a world in full revolutionary -nange. As « matter of fact, 
when negative phenomena occur in socialism they do not stem fom the nature of 
socialism but they promote the anticommunist ideology. The analyses made by the 
RCP and by its secretary general, as they were presented in the speech at the 
Expanded Plenum of the RCP Central Committee in June 1982 and in the Report to 
the National Party Conference, chiefly stress the importance of creating a uni- 
form socialist economic base, consistent and equitable distribution, development 
of the party's leadership in ways that will strengthen its ties with the masses, 
institution of efficient forms of mass participation in social management, and 
close correlation between development of the productive forces, improvement of 
socialist social relations, and promotion throughout society of the historical 
and dialectical-materialist conception of the world and life. In this vein, Ni- 
colae Ceausescu pointed out the importance of extensive and consistent theoreti- 
cal and ideological activity and intensified political and educational work "so 
that all workers will understand the course of events and the fact that diffi- 
culties and failures can also occur in the course of the revolutionary process 
including socialist construction, but it is the duty of the commnists, the 
builders of socialism, and the revolutionary forces to take steps to eliminate 
the difficulties and successfully carry on the struggle for revolutionary re- 
form of the world." 


The strength of the Marxist theory is based on science joined with revolutionary 
experience and activity, while the transforming role of Marx' ideas is embodied 

in the policy of the Commnist Party and it is becoming a guide to the construc- 
tive efforts of millions of workers. 


Marx' scientific and political presence in our time is massive and significant 
for the destiny of a theory inseparable from the destiny of a revolutionary soci- 
al class. No philosophical, scientific or social-political theory has had such 
a destiny or so universal a historical mission. By virtue of their revolution- 
ary spirit and clear, humanistic and scimtific character and their universal 
mission, the Marxist ideas and principles have made their way in the minds of 
men on all continents, generating reforming social programs and energies and 
spurring them on to social and national liberation, to a civilization other than 
the capitalist one, and to a way of life wherein mcdern scientific and technical 
advances will be place in the sole service of all nations, the gradual equaliza- 
tion of their mode of material development, their free and efficient cooperation 
and collaboration, and the victory of the ideals of peace and social progress. 
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CONTRADICTIONS IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY 
Bucharest £ii SOCIALISTA in Romanian No 5, 10 Mar 83 pp 1-16 
/irticle by Univ Prof Dr Ion Tudosescu: “Contradictions in the Present Stage 


It Pollowing the guidelines of the 12th RCP Congress and the National Party 

erence, Romartia will pass from the stage of a developing country to that of 
a country with mediums development during this decade. Structural changes are 
under my that are expected to result in some qualitatively new parameters by 
the middle of this decade in all social activities. 


Under the complex conditions inherent in any broad revolutionary process like 
that of dDuilding the fully developed socialist society, and despite many diffi- 
culties in implementing the decisions of the 12th R(P Congress due among other 
things to the current international situation and tie acute crisis phenomena and 
economic instability throughout the world, socialist Romania has made socioceco- 
nomic progress of profound historical significance. As Nicolae Ceausescu point- 
ed out in this commnection in his Report to the National Party Conference, “Roma- 
mian socialist society has developed very rapidly to a high level. Alongside 
intensive growth and modernization of the productive forces, production relations 
have also been improved.” 


Against this general background of development, some contradictions characterist- 
fie of the stages of progress Romanian society has already traversed have been or 
resolved, witile on the other hend other contradictions or discrepan- 


are 
Cies between various social activities are appearing or beginning to operate in 


tradiction operates in any society and in any stage of historical progress. It 


trends of objective social evolution. 
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We know that people do not always understand or do not perceive the contradic- 
tions in society. Even if they come to such understanding, they do not always 
have interests in keeping with its contradictory evolution. Impulsively or pur- 
poserully, they either oppose the objective direction of progress (if their in- 
terests conflict with it) or they stimlate the action of the factors that de- 
termine it (if their interests coincide with the trends of progress). This 
gives rise to antagonistic or nonantagonistic aspects of people's relationships, 
depending upon the opposition of their interests in relation to an objective 
evolution of society. That is why people, divided into social categories and 
classes according to their basic interests, inevitably relate to each other and 
enter into contradictory economic, political or ideological relationships when 
they are emotionally and rationally involved, out of necessity or freely, in the 
objective evolution of society, while the typological range of these relation- 
ships extends from bitter conflicts and open hostility to unity, alliance and 
joint action. Therefore the universal law of contradiction, more precisely de- 
fined as a law of reciprocal opposition and unity of contraries, takes the form 
of a law of unity and conflict of contraries in societies divided into classes. 


The Marxist classics demonstrated both the universal nature of the law of contra- 
diction (and consequently the general nature of its action in all social systems 
and historical periods) and the specific nature of its action in society, or the 
interaction of the subjective factors with the objective ones in the contradicto- 
ry evolution of this area of existence. Because of some dogmatic distortions 
(fostered by some practices promoted on the political and ideological levels by 
the Third International) Marxist theory once developed a certain subjectivism 
and inflexibility, as we know, and a belief in the idea that in general social- 
ist society no longer undergoes objective contradictory processes or, if they 
appear, they do not include tensions among people anyway bdecause the relations 
among social classes, categories and forces are inevitably of a nonantagonistic 


nature only. 


It is to the credit of the RCP and Nicolae Ceausescu that they pointed out the 
bad theoreti cal-ideological effects and the practical, political-economic danger 
of the dogmatic and subjectivist distortion of the Marxist theory of contradic- 
tions in society, robbing it of what is essential to and characteristic of it, 
namely the universal validity of the law of contradiction in society and the 
possibility of tensions arising in the relations among people in any society 
(depending on the capacities and modes of action of the subjective factor to re- 
solve the contradictions). 


Some new points were made in this connection that have an inestimable theoreti- 
cal-methodological value and particular applications to the Romanian revolution- 
ary process of building the fully developed socialist society. 


On the one hand, it is a matter of bringing out the relationship between the ge- 
neral and particular in the action of the law of contradiction in socialism 
(since it is necessary to particularize not only according to each country's 
procedure in socialist construction but also according to the nature of each 
stage of socialist and communist construction). 


On the other hand, the dependence was pointed out of the antagonistic and non- 
antagonistic forms taken by the objective social contradictions in relations 
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among people upon the nature of the social systems and consequently the particu- 
lar, basic group and class interests, and also upon the nature of the particular 
nonbasic interests. Because of the suitable or unsuitable ways in which the 
role of the subjective factor is performed in social development, social antago- 
misms as well as tensions and even conflicts in people's relations can develop 
in socialism too, unless the revolutionary party of the working class and the 
socialist state definitely and promptly resolve the objective contradictions 
that necessarly appear in the complex and very dynamic processes characteristic 
of progress in socialist society. 


In the particular process of resolving the contradictions in socialism it is 
critically important to discover the relationships between the new and the old 
in all social activities and in every stage of the historical process of social- 
ist construction, as well as the best ways and means (economic, political, ideo- 
logical and organizational) of resolving them as well as possible so that they 
will always have a functional role and will not become obstructions to the 
trends of progress or cause phenomena of crisis and stagnation in the overall 
determinism of economic and social activity. 


In addition to these points there are many other specifications of the evolutioz: 
of the relationships between the internal and external factors in the course of 
the origin and resolution of the contradictions in socialism, such as the con- 
tradictions between the productive forces and production relations in Romanian 
society, between the base and the superstructure, and between the social exis- 
tence and awareness of the people in that society, the contradictory relations 
among various fields and sectors of social and economic activity, and the con- 
tradictions between city and village, between physical and intellectual work, 
and between various social categories and classes in the general process of so- 
cial leveling characteristic of the stage of building the fully developed soci- 


alist society in Romania. 


We shall refer below only to the recent systematic analysis the party secretary 
general made of the current contradictions in Romanian socialist society in the 
course of his Report to the National Party Conference in December 1982, 


Four main groups of contradictory processes, which we shall discuss below, are 
distinguished in the whole current evolution of Romanian society. Attainment of 
the goals of the 12th RCP Congress and of new and higher qualitative levels in 
the course of building the fully developed socialist society depend upon their 


resolution. 


Nicolae Ceausescu points out that in the development of the technical-material 
base and the economic base of Romanian socialist society "A certain contradicti- 
on may be said to exist between intensive development of the productive forces 
and development of social and production relations, since the latter show a cer- 
tain lagging trend." In order to resolve this contradiction by speeding up the 
growth rates of the productive forces, social relations and the metnods of man- 
agement and planning must be further improved by developing the masses' role in 
the management of all activities. 


As it was noted, improvements are planned in the system of organizational struc- 
tures of society, as well as greater socialist democracy in the process of man- 
agement and decision-making, since it is well known that those structures play a 
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cogent role in determining changes in social relations and especially in econo- 

mic and production relations. The organizational aspects of social activity are 
becoming increasingly important among the means of resolving the contradictions 

detween the productive forces and production relations and in rationalizing the 

interactions between the basic structural levels of society. 


Against the background of harmonious development of the national economy as a 
whole, developments in certain areas have brought about, in the second place, some 
discrepancy between some sectors of the national economy, giving rise to some 
contradictions that must be eliminated.” Nicolae Ceausescu expressly mentions 
two of these, namely “the discrepancy between the processing industry and the 
energy and raw material base,” and the discrepancy and contradiction "between 
the intensive development of industry and the slower development of agriculture.*® 


If these contradictions are to be resolved, all activities must be harmoniously 
and proportionally developed in order to eliminate the existing discrepancies 
rapidly and establish a nationwide economic balance. 


To resolve the first contradiction in particular, definite steps must be taken 
to secure and make the most effective use of the existing energy and raw materi- 
al base along with greater efforts to discover new energy and raw material sourc- 
es for the main purpose of achieving complete independence in that area. Im- 
provements are also needed in the processing technologies, so that a considera- 
bly greater volume of products of better quality can be obtained from the same 
quantity of raw materials and energy sources by means of higher labor producti- 


vity. 


In speaking of the broader social effects of the contradiction between more in- 
tensive industrial development and the slower development of agriculture, Nico- 
lae Ceausescu pointed out that this contradiction “also created a certain con- 
tradiction between city and village” which, as can be readily understood, may 
also have a bad effect upon the forms and content of the worker-peasant alliance 


in the present stage. 


This makes it all the more urgent to take assertive measures to establish a sui- 
table ratio between industry and agriculture, to do away with the contradictions 
between city and village, and to bring about the fullest possible coordination 
and a harmonious development of both industry and agriculture as basic sectors 


of Romania's socialist economy. 


The theoretical formulation of the problem of contradictions between industry 
and agriculture should not convey any impression that agriculture could be mo- 
dernized at the expense of the policy of further development and modernization 
of industry in Romania at the present stage, for only a strong industry can sup- 
port an extensive investment effort to develop agriculture, a broad land im- 
provement and irrigation program, and intensive agricultural mechanization and 
_ Chemization. As Nicolae Ceausescu said, if we had not created a strong industry 
based on modern technology we could not have secured either the nation's general 
development or the technical-material base for a modern agriculture. 


Socialist Romania's new agrarian revolution (calling for exparsion of the agri- 


cultural investment program, qualitative improvement of technologies in all ag- 
ricultural sectors, and improvement of the system for organizing agricultural 
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production and making it profitable and of socialist relations in agricultural 
production, ownership and distribution) is closely correlated with the current 
trends of the scientific-technical revolution, and their extensive involvement 
in the steady continuation of industrialization is making a telling contridution 
to the modern development and restructuring of the technical-materiai base and 
consequently to further modernization of the entire economy in keeping with the 
current standards of progress and civilization. 


The steady improvement in the living standard and the qualitative changes made 
in people's life style have stimlated greater demands, in the third place. But 
the demands are not always in com lete accord with the rational requiremerts in 
the field of goods consurption or with society's objective possibilities of meet- 
ing such demands, to say nothing of certain difficulties caused by the present 
worid economic crisis. As it says in the Report to the National Party Confer- 
ence, all this “led to a contradiction between the consumer demands and the ex- 
isting possibilities. A discrepancy was created between the consumer demands. 
and the level of consumer goods production.” R 


Two main courses of action are necessary to resolve this contradiction. The 
first one is more intensive development of the output of consumer goods and ser- 
vices accompanied by intensive growth of agricultural production (the main source 
of raw material supply) and of the consumer goods industry and direct satisfac- 
tion of the public's most important consumer needs. 


The second one is adjustment of consumption to the existing possibilities at tie 
level of material development Romanian society has reached, along with more ra- 
tional organization of consumption according to some scientifically determined 
requirements and the biomedical standards for Romania's geographic location and 
the kinds of effort the productive process demands of people today. Two more 
important qualifications are necessary on this subject. Om the one hand, resolu- 
tion of the current contradiction between the consumer demands and tiie level of 
consumer production mst by no means be taken to mean mechanical reduction of 
consumption, even if such situations objectively arise at times because of un- 
predictable economic difficulties on the macrosocial level. 


On the other hand, educational measures must be taken to increase the proportion 
of intellectual, moral, artistic and aesthetic values in people's individual 
needs. This form of human satisfaction also helps indirectly to counteract the 
tendency of some members of society to hoard material goods or even values beyond 
their real needs. As the living sta::::rd rises changes should also be made in 
people's life style, so that parameters consistent with a new and better quality 


of life will be attained in consumption. 


Consideration must be given to the entire mechanism of Romanian society's harmo- 
nious development, since we hnow that consumption mst never retard or restrict 
in any way the high rates of progress in a society firmly committed to construc- 
tion of fully developed socialism and commnisn. 


And in the fourth place there is a dynamic contradiction in society between peo- 
ple's social awareness and their social existence. As Nicolae Ceausescu points 
out, in Romania's present stage this general contradiction takes the form of 
"the contradiction between the development of the productive forces and techni- 
cal bases of society and the level of the socialist awareness and occupational 


and technical training of the masses.” 
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New qualifications have been made in the formulation of this contradiction, to 
the following effect. On the one hand, social awareness with its whole range of 
ideological and nonideological intellectual values and forms depends not only on 
the nature of the economic base but also on the developmental level of the tech- 
nical-material base of society. If we analyze the overall determinim of social 
activity from the actionalist viewpoint, we find that not only science but ideo- 
logy also acts as a directly productive force and as an ideal condition for peo- 
ple’s efficient practical activity. On the other hand social awareness proves 
to be the repository not only of people's values and ideas but also of the types 
and levels of their occupational, theoretical and technological training. In 
other words people's intellectuality has both a reflective as»ect (awareness) 
and a cognitive one (theoretical and technological knowledge). Accordingly the 
developmental levels reached by the technical-material base stimulate and direct- 
ly depend upon both higher (corresponding) levels of scientific-technical train- 
ing and upon equally high levels of ideological training. 


Therefore in order to resolve the contradictions between social existence and 
socialist awareness that arise and take particular forms in Romania today, defi- 
nite steps mist be taken as Nicolae Ceausescu says in order to improve the work- 
ers' occupational and scientific-technical training and to develop their social- 
ist awareness. 


All these groups of contradictions operate in correlation and affect each other, 
so that they must be carefully identified and resolved according to the general 
needs of Romanian society's progress. Improved management and planning of soci- 
oeconomic activity on the general level is undoubtedly an effective lever for 
the action of the subjective factor in the system of objective determinism of 
Romanian society in its present stage. Therefore as Nicolae Ceausescu said in 
his Report to the National Party Conference, restoration of a balance and the 
mort complete harmony possible between the productive forces and production re- 
lations and among the various sectors of socioeconomic activity is the surest 
way to a harmonious development of society in full accord with the provisions 
of the RCP Program for Construction of the Fully Developed Socialist Society and 
for Romania's Advance Toward Communism, as well as its rise to new heights of 
progress and civilization. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 


ASPECTS OF GROWING NATIONALISM DISCUSSED 

Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 5-6, 26-27 Mar 83 
{Articles by Grujica Spasovic] 

{5-6 Mar 83 p 12] 

[Text] The Bureaucracy in the Role of Conductor 


Martin Polak's article in the January issue of the Viennese monthly TAGEBUCH, 
entitled "Yugoslavia--Nationalism in the Eighties," begins with an episode 
related to him, the author says, by acquaintances in Ljubljana: 


"The event took place soon after gasoline rationing was introduced in Yugosla- 
via. An engineer from Ljubljana on a business trip in Zagreb wanted to fill 
the tank of his car before starting back home. The attendant at the gasoline 
station in Zagreb, obviously a Croat from head to foot, merely cast a quick 
glance at the Ljubljana license plate and then announced to the astounded en- 
gineer coolly, but quite clearly, that he had no intention whatsoever to issue 
"Croatian gasoline’ to a Slovene. After a lengthy fruitless discussion, the 
embittered Slovene finally turned to the Zagreb police with a request that 
they help him to exercise his right as a citizen to obtain gasoline anywhere 
in Yugoslavia regardless of his origin or nationality. And indeed, there wiis 
a representative of the power of the government who was willing to escort ue 
engineer all the way to the gas pump in order to help him to obtain a few li- 
ters of gasoline. But he did not manage to restore our engineer's faith in 
the community spirit of the people. ‘Give this lad a few liters of gasoline,’ 
the policeman ordered the hard-headed worker at the gas pump, ‘so that he can 
get to the Slovenian border....‘" 


We can criticize our colleague from Austria for maliciousness, superficiality 
(nationalism, even in a neighboring country, is too serious a matter to be 
proven with a banal anecdote of suspicious authenticity), we can triumphantly 
argue that he has been tendentious, since he is using a stale example (uniform 
ration coupons have long ago been introduced, so that the engineer could have 
filled the tank of his car anywhere in the country), but unfortunately we will 
still not be able to deny the essence of this and many other similar articles 
which have appeared recently in the world press. Incidentally, no forum of 
ours, no official, no delegate or newsman has attempted to dispute this. 
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After all, it is not a matter to be disputed: the economic problems, espe- 
cially the shortages and the carving up of the market, the high rate of infla- 
tion and the growth of unemployment, are fertile soil for a swelling up of na- 
tionalism, which is announcing its return to our political scene ever more ag- 
gressively and loudly. Not only through nationalistic outbursts of "small 
groups of fans" at athletic contests, but drunken singing of nationalistic 
songs, the provocative wearing of national symbols, the writing of nationalis- 
tic messages on walls, or the phrenetic applause of nationalistic outbursts in 
speeches, but--more and more--also through culture, education, the church, the 


press and journalism. 
What are the characteristics of this new wave? 


Scratch Beneath the Skin 


Lenin once said: scratch a bit beneath the skin of the communist and you will 
find a Great Russian chauvinist. "I think," Dr Stipe Suvar wrote some 10 
years ago, "that that also applies to many of our communists. It applies to 
everyone: scratch a bit beneath the skin and you will find members of the 
band, of the tribe; ethnocentrism, group egoism, through which the personality 
manifests itself." 


Time has not brought arguments that would prove that this assessment no longer 
holds true. On the contrary! 


Nationalism in our country is still a large-scale spiritual fact, often indeed 
the average human consciousness, that is--as Leo Seserko of the School of So- 
ciology, Political Science and Journalism of Ljubljana University asserts--"an 
understandable hallucination of the middle class." Nationalism as an ideology 
of the past, Marx and Engels say in the Communist Manifesto, eee to take 


command of the present. 


In the society of the transitional period the historic interest of the working 
class (abolishing every form of alienation of the surplus value of labor) can- 
not be realized and expressed directly; its concrete and long-term interests 
are not always in harmony, and segments of the class retain differing posi- 
tions in society, and often have immediate interests which are different and 
even opposed. This conflict over disposition of the surplus value of labor 
remain relevant until distribution takes place through the complicated mecha- 
nism of the confrontation of differing interests and with the help of the old 
institutions--the government and the market. But the material basis of ethnic 
conflicts is the differing interest of the ethnic communities in disposition 
of the national surplus value of labor. It is quite certain that the working 
class cannot remain aloof from these conflicts. 


Nationalism is a policy and an ideology which desires to subjugate and exploit 
other peoples, but it is also, perhaps still more frequently, an instrument of 
political ideology whereby certain forces within a nationality attempt to 
cloud over the real picture of social relations within the ethnic community. 
The social sources of nationalism in a socialist society--this is also con- 
firmed by our most recent history--are to be found in a strengthening of the 
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statist-bureaucratic and technocrat-managerial structures. When the right re- 
sponses are not made to class issues, when an attempt is made to avoid con- 
fronting unpleasant facts--as, for example, mistaken investment projects, ir- 
responsible borrowing abroad, unemployment, the stagnation of self-management, 
and so on--the bureaucracy turns to the nationality in order to redirect at- 
tention or at least to gain time. And it is clear, to paraphrase Marx, that 
neither the Serb, nor the Croat, nor the Albanian will be free so long as the 


worker is a slave. 


In answer to a recent question of a foreign newsman concerning nationalism 
Mitja Ribicic, chairman of the Presidium of the LCY Central Committee, pointed 
to our republic and provincial statisms. When we passed responsibility for 
development of the Federation on to the republics and provinces, Ribicic said, 
it did not go directly to associated labor, to the workers, but was held up in 
the republics and provinces. That led to the merger of the republic and pro- 
vincial political bodies with the party and professional management structures 
and banks, and that is where decisions were made on development. Dwelling too 
long in those relations creates the class and social basis for nationalism and 
presents the process of concluding self-management agreements and accords. 


Thus the true face of nationalism is revealed under the conductor's baton of 
the bureaucracy. Put your stake on the card of your own nationality, that is 
less dangerous for your own position than for the most important social deci- 
sions to be turned over to the worker. 


One of the areas in which the nationalistic fire has been concentrated re- 
cently is solidarity, which is one of the basic constitutional principles of 
the Yugoslav community. Especially on the "north-south" relation, that is, 
the relation between the advanced and the underdeveloped. 


The Fate of Our "Marriage" 


Excepting the most extreme demands, which have taken shape in the ideology of 
separatism and irredentism, the nationalists essentially offer two solutions. 
Some demand a still larger role of the state in order to slow down the eco- 
nomic development of the more advanced until the underdeveloped catch up with 
them, and they see the largest portion of the prosperity of the “north” in the 
raw materials and energy which the "south" sells to them cheap. Others call 
for preservation of present differences and contradictions in economic devel- 
opment so that the more advanced nationalities develop still more rapidly, and 
they offer as evidence the charge of the "parasitic" life of the underdevel- 
oped at the expense of the advanced. The "manifesto" of the former might be 
read in the slogan "Trepca Is Doing the Work--Belgrade Is Getting Built,” and 
in the policy of the Kosovo political leadership in the years before the well- 
known events in the province in 1981, while the ideology of the others was re- 
cently sketched most clearly by Mirko Cepic in the Marilsor weekly 7 D with the 
division of the Yugoslav nationalities and ethnic mino1ities into those which 
have "work habits and the work ethic” and those which do not (which BORBA has 


already written about). 
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Solidarity is both an ethical and economic category. If the first defining 
attribute is thrown out, one arrives at the positions of Thomas Schreiber, 
Radio Paris reporter who on 21 October of last year pathetically concluded 
that “the marriage concluded among the Yugoslav nationalities during the 
struggle against fascism remains more a marriage of interest than a marriage 
of love.” If the latter is thrown out, then one group is given the crowning 
proof of “exploitation of the industrious," and the others are not given aid 
to emerge from underdevelopment faster, since "political factories" and "Po- 
temkin villages” have not brought prosperity to anyone in this country. 


A few weeks ago Dr Stipe Suvar explained the essence of solidarity in this way 
in a speech he delivered at the School of Medicine of Zagreb University: 


“Today certain people whom we cannot call nationalists have begun to speak af- 
ter the fashion of 1971--there is no foreign exchange. No. Croatia has the 
kind of economy and the kind of place in the social division of labor within 
Yugoslavia and the kind of prospects of its own in the world that it must pro- 
duce a part of the foreign exchange for all of Yugoslavia, since Macedonia and 
Kosovo cannot create sufficient foreign exchange at present, nor will they be 
able to do so for a lengthy time. But they are necessary to us both as a mar- 
ket and so that we all stay together in this community. And to offer at this 
point certain reitevated nationalistic formulas and solutions would be politi- 
cally very dangerous, and there are symptoms of that." 


Reduction of the differences between the "north" and the "south" is a para- 
mount task of this community, a question crucial to the destiny of that "mar- 
riage.” It is also one of the most effective ways of snatching the nationalis- 


tic trumps from the hand of the bureaucracy. 
We dare not forget Dr Vladimir Bakaric's warning: 


"If we want the old differences within Yugoslavia to remain, then it is all up 
with socialism, it is all up with Yugoslavia, and it is all up with all of 
us.... If socialism were to constantly augment the differences or keep them 
at the same level, then socialism would not justify itself as a system." 


[26-27 Mar 83 p 11] 
[Text] New Songs With Forgotten Notes 


A woman teacher in a Belgrade school gave a class of future journalists the 

task of writing a comment on current social events. They were free to choose 
the topic. When she examined the compositions, she was surprised: more than 
two-thirds of the pupils, as though by agreement, decided to write about--na- 
tionalism. Not, that is, about the shortaves, not about inflation, not about 
rationing coupons, not about the deposit for foreign travel, not about eco- 

nomic troubles, not even about unemployment, which awaits them in the near fu- 
ture. The secondary school students almost unanimously referred to national- 


ism as the greatest social evil. 











In recent months two articles in the youth press deeply disturbed the broadest 
public. ‘ 


First, STUDENTSKI LIST in Zagreb wrote in the most painful details about the 
nationalistic frenzy of a small group of university students in a student dor- 
mitory on Lascina and about the harsh physical showdown with political oppo- 
nents. On that occasion figures were also revealed on serious outbursts at 
other places as well, especially in dormitories of apprentices and university 
students in Split and Zagreb, the singing of songs such as "Eh, My Sasa, Where 
Is Our Savka Now," "Marjan, Marjan," where Tito, the red star and the Partizan 
are replaced by Jesus and Zrinjsko-Frankopani, and celebration of the day when 
the so-called Independent State of Croatia was established. 


In January OMLADINSKE, the youth newspaper in Serbia, published a commentary 
by two Belgrade girls who are seniors in high school. This article, which 
bore the title "The Checkmarks of Hatred," was carried by 10 or so newspapers 
all over the country (among them BORBA): 


"If you hate Shqipetars, make a checkmark.’ These words were written on a 
chair in our school. With a black Flowmaster pen. There were some 30 check- 


marks.... 


""If you hate Shqipetars, make a checkmark.’ And yet some one of us does hate 
and even calls upon others to hate. Never sufficiently growing to hate the 
prejudices in himself. All of this is happening in a school where we are 
learning about nationalism and chauvinism, but as abstract concepts, taught in 
terms of ‘remote’ examples. Nationalism has always been a SOCIAL problem, but 


not OURS. 


"If you hate Shqipetars, make a checkmark.’ The anonymous polltaker wanted 
to divide us and count us: How many of US, and how many of us?..." 


Hunters of Nationalism 


All of a sudden we have begun to "discover" graffiti saying "Serbia a Repub- 
lic,’ "Long Live Serbia," "Serbia, Wake Up,” or sketches of the Serbian emblem. 
All of a sudden we have begun ever more frequently to hear certain almost for- 
gotten songs like "Oh, General Sindjelic,"” "Who Says That Serbia Is Small,” 
"The Serbian Trumpet Is Heard From Kosovo." At concerts of rock groups from 
other republics small groups in the audience hinder the musicians with the 
song "The Heroes Danced in the Heart of the Land of Serbia.” Serbian-style 
garrison caps and other details of ethnic fashion are becoming a hit. Aggres- 
siveness is becoming more frequent and taking on larger proportions on the 
playing fields. The "Serbian New Year's" was celebrated with an exceptionai 
amount of noise and on an unusual scale at Student City in New Belgrade. 


The most recent manifestations of nationalism have almost regularly been ac- 
companied by manifestations of Nazism as well. Swastikas turn up on the walls 
at dawn. In Svetozarevo someone wrote the slogan: "If You Are in Favor of 
Hitler, Man and Leader, Make a Checkmark." Two high school sophomores in 
Drnis cut these words into a school desk: "Death to the people--freedom to 


fascism." 
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There is no doubt: the worm nationalism has found its way into a segment 
of the young generation. But amazement with which a large segment of the 
public received this information only proves how little we know about our 
young people and how burdened we still are with the old cliches about young 
people as a generation immune to nationalism. In spite of the year 1971 and 
the mass movement, in spite of the year 1981 and Kosovo, in spite of the nu- 
merous warnings about the inactivity of the LC and the Socialist Youth League, 
the slack ideological effort, growing unemployment and failures in the reform 
of education had to leave traces in the consciousness of the young generation. 


Anxiety About the Future 


Nevertheless, we need to discover the true dimensions of the emergence of na- 
tionalism among young people. It is obvious that hysteria has occurred in 
certain quarters. It has become a virtual social game to discover nationalism 
even where it is not. The president of the youth organization of Kladovo, for 
example, says that nationalism in his opstina is on the rise and is manifested 
in the wearing of punk clothing! The case in the Veljko Vlahovic Educationa 
Center in Svetozarevo, which in recent weeks has been a target of almost all 
Yugoslav newspapers, sounds less anecdotal. Three students have even been ac- 
cused of propagating Nazism, Chetnikism and anarcholiberalism and of writing 
nationalistic slogans and of attempts to celebrate the "Serbian New Year” in 
the school, and of c<ossing out SR [Socialist Republic] Croatia on a map of 
Yugoslavia. Recent meetings of sociopolitical organizations in the opstina 
and the school, however, are showing more and more that these boys were slan- 


dered altogether without basis. 


The growth of nationalism is a reliable sign of the bureaucratization of soci- 
ety. When it does not have sound responses to the class issues, the bureau- 
cracy strives to ensure for "its own” nationality as many various favors and 
privileges as possible at the expense of others, in order to thereby represent 
itself as the "leader" of its nationality. Young people are the easiest prey 
for this kind of manipulation. This is confirmed both by 1971 and 1981. 


The growth of nationalism among young people is also a defeat for education 
and the school as an institution for character building. The fragmentariness 
of syllabi and the "specific features” which “forget™ other nationalities and 
ethnic minorities, textbooks which celebrate minor figures and events in the 
history, culture and literature of "one’s own” nationality, but neglect true 
values of others (in some literature syllabi the writers and works of our 
other nationalities and ethnic minorities represent barely 3-7 percent!), cer- 
tainly dim the consciousness of comsunity, of brotherhood and unity, of the 
crucial relatedness. But the failure to acknowledge and familiarize oneself 
with the values of others is the fastest road to exclusiveness, to hatred. At 
the same tine the Marxist interpretation of the nationality question has a 
hard time penetrating to the awareness of pupils, since they do not accept the 
"yulgar” and “lazy” Marxism which they are served in school the way religion 
used to be taught, as a set of canonized dogmas, as a closed system of 
thought, as a philosophy of necessity and not a philosophy of freedom, as a 
black-and-white picture of the world. 
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Young people find themselves on the periphery of social events; along with the 
working class, they have paid dearest for the mistakes of society; their pros- 
pects are marked by uncertainty. Its chances of affirming itself in work, in 
politics, in culture, are getting slimmer and slimmer. It is affected most by 
manifestations of privatization, bribes and corruption in hiring practices, in 
education, in the settlement of housing problems. The degree of the social 
inferiority of young people is indeed demonstrated by the freshest example 
from Serbia: of 872 leadership positions in sociopolitical organizations and 
sociopolitical communities in opstinas, regions and Belgrade, young people 
hold only 3! And while today--as Dr Stipe Suvar has noted--multinational com- 
panies rely on 30-year-old managers, our 30-year-olds are just finishing their 
studies or are looking for a job unsuccessfully; whereas in other countries 
25-year-old university professors are no rarity, in our country a man with 
that position under age 40 is an exception. 


The Answer to Hatred 
Dr Srdjan Vrcan calls attention to yet another important fact: 


"It was nevertheless characteristic of previous generations of young people 
that they lived and grew up under general social conditions in which the over- 
all level of the average standard of living was rising and when new career op- 
portunities were opening up in spite of all the difficulties and contradic- 
tions. The contemporary generation of young people, however, lives in general 
social conditions in which, according to official statistics, there has been a 
decline of the average standard of living at an annual rate of 3 percent for 
the last 3 years running, which means that in just 3 years the entire rise of 
the standard of living which previously took nearly 10 years was canceled 
out.... The future has become uncertain and insecure, and it has become dif- 
ficult to foresee what vital decisions which young people make today can mean 
for them themselves tomorrow or the day after tomorrow." 


In that kind of situation it is no surprise that young people display more and 
more socially undesirable behavior (alcohol, crime, resignation), that they 
even take up certain other ideas, among which nationalism is the most danger- 
ous. "Perhaps everything would be better and different if others were not 


threatening us?" 


Those high school girls in their senior year in Belgrade found the blame for 
nationalism in the “dissatisfaction because of the clouded prospects, uncer- 
tainty about how to study and where to work, the disjointed educational sys- 
tem, the economic crisis, the disrupted system of values." After all, they 
conclude, “nationalism and chauvinism of our elders is threatening the pres- 
ent, and the nationalism of young people threatens the future.” 


If there are any surprises, then it is the way in which most young people re- 
spond to the aggression of nationalism. Fierce defense mechanisms come into 
play, opposition is felt in many areas and in many ways according to the tem 
perament and sensibility of the age group. On youth work brigade projects, 
for example. In the affinity of young people for the theater and rock msi- 
cians. In the ever greater commitment to Yugoslavism (three-fourths are under 
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age 40). These articles in STUDENTSKI LIST and OMLADINSKE have had a signifi- 
cant impact toward mobilizing the public to combat this evil. Young Marxists 
gathered around MLADINA, the youth newspaper in Slovenia, were the first to 
react publicly to the nationalistic article in the Maribor newspaper 7 D. 

“The youth press was and is one of the fiercest fighters against nationalism, 
being the first to point to manifestations of nationalism precisely among 
young people and combating them uncompromisingly," said Petar Damjanovic, 
president of the Serbian youth in a plenum of the Serbian LC Central Committee, 


concerning the news media. 


Immediately after publication of the comment entitled "Checkmarks of Hatred" 
yet another writing appeared in the school: "If You Love Albanians, Make a 


Checkmark." 


There were countless checkmarks beneath it, far, far more than beneath the 
first one. Of course, the “graffiti war" is not a true cure for nationalism, 
but this was still a way of giving an answer to the “anonymous polltaker" as 
to “who outnumbers whon." 


Manifestations of nationalism among young people are above all reflections of 
events in society. Since young people are by and large not at the place where 
decisions are made, this blame can hardly be attributed to it. It is less in 
need of reeducation than of revolutionary responses to the challenges of the 

times, a struggle on the part of society for still more socialism, self-man- 

agement, social justice and solidarity. Not a search for a "perpetual scape- 
goat,” but new ideas, rejection of the old ones which have not been confirmed, 


and ejection of the people who have gotten tired. 


Is nationalism our destiny? Yes--insofar as the revolution is not the destiny 
of this age group. 


And--vice versa. 
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